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Editorial 


UNDERSTANDING THE NEW POLITICS 


IN THIS EDITION we report on the Fear and 
HOPE survey, which is a study into 
attitudes, identity and extremism in 

today's Britain. It was commissioned by 
Searchlight Educational Trust and conducted 
by Populus. With over 5,000 people 
answering 91 questions, it is one of the 
largest studies on political and religious 
identity and extremism in Britain to date. 

It is a fascinating insight into the views 

and motivations of British people. 

More importantly, it allows us to understand 
the political terrain in which we operate and 
will direct our campaign more effectively in 
the future. 

The most fundamental finding of the 
research is how the politics of immigration, 
dominant in the political discourse over the 
past 20 years, has now morphed into a 
politics of culture, identity and nation. 
While a minority of the population still 
hanker after an all-white Britain, many more 
people accept that immigration is a reality of 
a modern society but are concerned with 
issues over identity, integration and religious 
extremism. Our research identifies six 
groups in society. At one extreme are 
liberals/multiculturals and at the other 
active and latently hostile groups. In the 
middle are the identity ambivalents and the 
cultural integrationists. The new politics of 
identity splits 25-50-25 between liberal- 
mainstream-hostiles. A person's location on 
this spectrum is not accurately predicted by 
their socio-economic class, though 
economic and personal pessimism is a key 
driver towards the hostiles. 

These changing dynamics in society help 
explain the BNP's stagnating political 
fortunes. While they have been 
compounded by infighting and debt, the 
BNP's racial politics is becoming increasingly 
antiquated and marginalised. Although this 
is to be celebrated, the research points 
clearly to a potential threat of a new 
culturally defined English nationalism, which 
would have a far greater resonance in 
society than the BNP. 

Understanding this changing political 
terrain and developing positive ways to 
intervene is the job at hand for Searchlight 
Educational Trust's new project — Together. 

David Cameron has also recognised this 
new political dynamic and the fact that only 
a minority of Britons support multiculturalism 
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or think our multicultural society is working. 
His muscular liberalism appealed directly to 
the mainstream middle and in particular the 
cultural integrationists, the second largest 
group in our study. By demanding 
integration, an end to state 
multiculturalism and an acceptance of a 
core liberal belief system, Cameron is not 
playing to the far-right gallery, as some 
have argued, but creating a firewall 
between the mainstream middle and those 
totally opposed to immigration. 

Muscular liberalism might be attractive 
to many Britons but it is not the answer — 
an argument | develop elsewhere in the 
magazine. 


A STAR HAS FALLEN 

The decision by the Daily Star to promote 
and effectively endorse the English Defence 
League would be bad enough. The fact that 
the EDL leadership immediately 
contradicted the claim that the group was 
becoming a political party, giving the 
impression that the newspaper was trying 
actually to bring it about, is even more 
shocking and deserves a full investigation by 
the newspaper's owner. 


LET’S BOWL THEM OUT 
This month HOPE not hate kicks off its 
2011 campaign with the stated aim of 
defeating the BNP in the 12 council wards 
the party is defending and stopping it 
winning any new seats. Building on our 
campaign of last year we will be developing 
an even more sophisticated and targeted 
approach in our key wards this time. We will 
be using the Fear and HOPE research to 
target key voters more effectively and 
deliver different messages to different 
groups of voters. 

With the BNP in such internal turmoil, 
in itself partly due to its political defeat last 
May, we are determined to drive another 
nail into the party's coffin. | hope you will 
join us in our campaign. 


Nek Loa 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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The EDL'’s Pakistani | 
member 


. . by Matthew Collins 


RUBY AKHTAR, a member of the 
Pakistani Christian division of the English 
Defence League, turned up incongru- 
ously at the European Parliament last 
month to speak on religious intolerance 
at the invitation of the Portuguese 
Socialist MEP Ana Maria Gomes. 

Akhtar, who was billed as “bringing 
matters to the table" regarding the 
persecution of Christians in Pakistan, 
might more usefully have informed the 
MEP of her own practices in the field of 
religious tolerance. 

A former candidate for the Christian 
Party and now a member of the UK 


Independence Party, Akhtar is on record 
as describing Muslims as “evil indeed”. 
Akhtar's doubtless strong Christian 
beliefs do not appear to extend to 
loving one's neighbour, at least not if 
the neighbour is Muslim. Cultivating a 
high profile reputation as a Pakistani 
and EDL supporter, Akhtar is keen to 
push the line that the EDL is no way 
racist, despite the fact that when she 
joined the EDL's Luton march many of 
the drunken “crusaders” questioned 
loudly the presence of a “paki”. 

From appearing in a newspaper story 
as a “homeless disabled woman” in 


2008, Akhtar experienced an 
impressive climb up the social ladder to 
the point where in 2010 she was 
offering her supposed expert services 
on immigration. The 48-year-old of 
Harrow, northwest London, was 
convicted at Southwark Crown Court 
of running an unregulated immigration 
advice business in June 2010. 

The jill-of-all-trades until recently also 
ran a business offering “services from 
property management, providing 
cleaners, support for school children 
and bringing fashion clothes to your 
doorstep”. | 


New and re-designed Searchlight websites: 
www.hopenothate.org.uk 
www.fearandhope.org.uk 
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Investigation 


Puppet master 


Nick Lowles investigates the man behind the English Defence League 


omewhere in North London 

a diminutive and slightly 

nervous man is scribbling 
on pieces of paper. He is involved 
in all sorts of organisations — 
political, street armies and religious 
— though conveniently keeps them 
quite separate. 

Meet Alan Lake, at least that is 
the name he is using now. 

Lake claims to be a multimillionaire 
who made his money in computers. 
More importantly, he is the man 

behind the English Defence League. 

Lake's association with the EDL 
has been known ever since he 
addressed a conference in Malm6 
on Islamisation organised by the 
far-right Sweden Democrats in 
September 2009. What is less 
well known is the central role 
Lake has played in getting the 
EDL off the ground. 

Searchlight has learned that it 
was Lake who came up with the 
name “English Defence League”. 
He had heard about Stephen 
Lennon after the demonstration in 
Luton in May 2009, when Lennon 
and his hooligan friends went 
under the banner United People of 
Luton. The protest had been 
organised in conjunction with 
March for England, a group that 
Lake actively supports. 

Through an intermediary Lake 
invited Lennon and a couple of 
others to London where 
discussions began about forming 
a national organisation. 

For Lake this was the chance to 
put into practice a plan he had 
been working on for at least a 
year. In the United People of 
Luton he found an uncompromis- 
ing group willing to take to 
the streets. 

“Cut the politically correct tape 
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tying everyone's hands and do 
something about this Terrorist 
group who hate everything our 
great county stands for,” read the 
main statement on the United 
People of Luton website. 

“There is no point sitting in your 
armchair and shouting at the TV. 
The only way to get the message 
across is to take it to the streets. 
This is a chance to show the Police 
and the council the power of 
public opinion. The entire country 
is behind us!” 

Lake liked this approach and 
made much of it in his hour-long 
Swedish lecture. “Another strategy 
we're trying to do in the UK is reach 
out to more physical groups like 
football fans, get them involved,” 
he told his audience. “Well actually 
they're contacting us, because 
they're concerned, and these are 
people who are happy to go out on 
the street. | mean your average 
intellectual is happy typing on 
his PC, but we've reached 
the end of that road. 
You're not going to 
get a fat lot more 
mileage out of that. 

“You can blog and 
write letters to your MP as 
much as you like. Your MP 
doesn't care, he doesn't care 
what you say. The only thing that 


_is going to make people start 


caring again, that is our nobility, 
our elite leaders, is if we have 
more numbers, and if we 
sometimes get out on the street. 
Then they'll care but they 
don't care about our 
words. They don't 

care whether 

we're right or wrong 

and they don't read 

the blogs. 


“So if you can engage with the 
physical groups, people who are 
quite happy to go on the street, 
the thing about the football fans is 
they go see a match, and then 
after the match, they're already 
there on the street, so if you can 
then bring them off for a demo 
that works really well. You get the 
numbers. And they're not scared 
as well. Everybody else is scared of 
being beaten up and attacked. 
They're not scared of that.” 

He expressed similar thoughts to 
Matthew Taylor of The Guardian 
in March 2010. “The EDL has a lot 
of support and is growing quickly 
and crucially. What it has done is 
deliver an activist movement on 
the streets,” said Lake. Pressed on 
the levels of violence at the 
demonstrations, he replied: 
“These people are not middle- 
class female teachers ... if they 
continue to be suppressed it will 
turn nasty in one way or another 
... We have put bodies on the 
street, writing letters to The Times 
does not work ... if we are 
going to have a mess that is 
so much grist to the mill." 

Taylor noted: “Lake says 
he is opposed to violence 
or confrontation but 
regularly returns to 
the importance of the 
EDL's physical 
presence”. 

Lake certainly 
supported the EDL and 
soon began to put 
money into the 
organisation, giving it access to 
an international network of 
anti-Muslim organisations 

and, perhaps more 
importantly, political 


v_ and strategic advice. 


It was Lake who suggested that 
Lennon use a false name to head 
the group. It was Lake who 
insisted that the EDL immediately 
and publicly dissociate itself from 
the British National Party and any 
other openly fascist organisation. 
This was despite the clear evidence 
that the political origin of the 
United People of Luton lay in 
Bedfordshire BNP. 

Even today Lake travels regularly 
to Luton to confer with Lennon 
and Lennon's cousin, Kevin Carroll, 
number two in the organisation. 

One of Lake's key roles is to 
furnish international links and 
speakers for the EDL. This gives the 
group an increased profile abroad 
and credibility at home. It was Lake 
who arranged for Rabbi Nachum 
Shifren and the Austrian 
Islamophobic lecturer Elisabeth 
Sabaditsch-Wolff to address the 
EDL demonstration in Luton on 
5 February. It was Lake who 
previously made contact with the 
hardline anti-Muslim preacher 
Pastor Terry Jones and it was Lake 
who built a relationship between the 
EDL and Pam Geller, the director of 
the Freedom Defense Initiative and 
Stop Islamization of America. 

Last September Lake and a 
number of EDL members attended 
Geller's protest against a planned 
Islamic Centre near Ground Zero 
on the anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks. Carroll was 
among those in New York with 
Lake, though Lennon was turned 
away at US immigration. 

Geller has subsequently publicly 
aligned herself with the EDL and it 
is clear that she and a number of 
other right-wing Islamophobes like 
the combative approach of the 
British street gang. 
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Pam Geller 


Lake’s extremist friend 


ONE OF Alan Lake's closest 
international links is with 
Pamela Geller, one of the 
originators of controversy 
over the Cordoba House 
Islamic community centre in 
New York City. She has also 
become an important voice of 


Islamophobia in the Tea Parties. 


Geller, like many Tea 
Partiers, expresses her racism 
as a “birther” — the racist 
conspiracy theory that claims 
Barack Obama is ineligible to 
be President, casting him as a 
non-white “other” and a non- 
American. In addition to 
claiming that Obama's birth 
certificate is a “forgery”, she 
has called President Obama a 
“third worlder and a coward” 
who is “appeas[ing] his 
Islamic overlords”. 

She has perpetuated the lie 
that President Obama is a 
Muslim, referring to him as 
“the Muslim president”. 
Media Matters for America 
documented 267 posts on 
Geller’s blog tagged, “Muslim 
in the White House?” She has 
gone as far as seriously to 
make the argument that 
Obama is the illegitimate child 
of Malcolm X. 

One of the many 
inflammatory statements 
Geller has posted on her blog, 
Atlas Shrugs, reads: “It is 
increasingly clear that the 
most divisive President in 
history is itching for a civil war. 


And at the rate heis going, he | 


is going to get one -ifhe 
continues to ignore the will of 
the American people.” 

Of American Muslims she 
said, “As their numbers and 
influence grow, they will be 
attempting a political takeover, 
and if that doesn't work, they 
will turn to further 
intimidation, murder and 


8 | Searchlight | March 2011 


terrorism — just as they’ve 
already proved in dozens of 
countries around the world.” 

Geller is an ardent supporter 
of the English Defence League. 
She also defended Eugéne 
Terre’Blanche, a founder of the 
white supremacist Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging (AWB), 
on the occasion of his death in 
April 2010. 

Last May she was the 
featured speaker at a Tea Party 
Patriots sponsored convention 
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 
Despite weeks of pressure 
from community groups who 
raised concerns about her 
history of Islamophobia, the 
convention organisers refused 
to reconsider their invitation. 

Geller also spoke at the Tea 
Party Nation sponsored anti- 
immigrant rally in Arizona in 
August. Her tight-knit trio of 
Islamophobic outfits, Atlas 
Shrugs, Stop Islamization of 
America, and the Freedom 
Defense Initiative, are all listed 
as Official “partner” 
organisations of the ResistNet 
Tea Party faction and she has 
appeared on the ResistNet 
radio programme that was 
heavily promoted by its leader 
Darla Dawald. 


“The middle-class intellectuals 
are coming forward and also 
American speakers — some of them 
quite famous, although | can't give 
you names yet ... they love the 
fact that we can have people that 
can go on the streets,” Lake 
boasted to The Guardian last year. 

There are even stories 
circulating of videos of EDL 
demonstrations and statements 
being played at right-wing 
meetings in the US. Lake is also 
actively using the EDL profile to 
fundraise across the Atlantic. 


CHRISTIAN 
FUNDAMENTALISM 

Not much is known about Lake's 
political background but his 
antipathy to Islam could well have 
been formed, or at least 
developed, when he attended the 
Kensington Temple in Notting Hill 
Gate, west London. The Temple 
belongs to the Elim Pentecostal 
Church, a Protestant evangelical 
church, elements of which have 
attracted controversy for their 
hardline views on Christianity, 
homosexuality and Islam. 

The Temple's pastor is Colin 
Dye, who has links with a number 
of Christian right organisations, 
including the Christian Congress 
for Traditional Values (CCTV), 
which ran a high-profile billboard 
campaign in 2007 titled: “Gay 
aim: Abolish the Family", and is 
linked to the Brentwood-based 
Peniel Pentecostal Church. 

The Peniel Church was run 
by Michael Reid and attracted 
media attention after claims that 
his followers were attempting to 
take over the local Conservative 
Association. 

Dye eventually broke with Reid 
in 2008 after a sexual scandal 
beset the self-proclaimed 
Brentwood Bishop. 

During his time at the Kensington 
Temple Lake might have also come 
across the anti-Islam speaker 
Sam Solomon. A former Muslim 
who trained in Sharia for 15 years 
before converting to Christianity, 
Solomon is now a hardline 
opponent of Islam. He even boasts 
of testifying before the US 
Congress and being “a consultant 
to the British parliament for matters 
regarding Islam". 


In December 2006 the UK 
Independence Party MEP 
Gerard Batten presented a 
“Proposed Charter of Muslim 
Understanding", written by 
Solomon, to the European 
Parliament. The Charter called 
on "Muftis, Ulemas, Imams, 
community leaders, heads of 
Islamic madrassas, Muezzins, 
Mazuns and all other Islamic 
relevant offices including those 
of free thinkers and leaders of 
NGOs as well as NPOs (Non- 
Profit Organisations), youth 
leaders, women leaders at all 
levels of all Islamic institutions” 
to abide by a revised version of 
the Qur'an and collaborate fully 
with police and intelligence 
services. 

Today Lake boasts of his links 
with Batten and in an interview 
with the Daily Star in the 
immediate aftermath of the Luton 
demonstration, Lennon called for a 
rewriting of the Qur'an. 

Lennon's political development 
has clearly been influenced by 
Lake. When the United People of 
Luton was formed, and indeed in 
the early days of the EDL itself, 
Lennon was at pains to stress that 
he opposed only “radical Islam" 
and not Muslims or even Islam as 
a religion. Today that has 
changed and the whole tenor of 
EDL rhetoric has become clearly 
anti-Islamic. 

Pressed on this by a Newsnight 
reporter a few days before the 
Luton protest, Lennon claimed he 
had changed his views after 
learning more about Islam as a 
religion. Lake's continued 
influence and importance to 
Lennon was clear to see. 

Lake claims no longer to attend 
the Kensington Temple but it is 
clear that he continues to hold 
many of its religious views close to 
him. In a strange positing on his 
4Freedoms website in April 2010 
he linked the theory of evolution 
with totalitarianism. 

In a chart of the political 
landscape, Lake put Stalin, 

Mao and Hitler on the extreme 
left of the political spectrum, all 
with a “Socialist Darwinist" label. 
He described Hitler as “left wing 
killer of 7 million Christians and 
6 million Jews”. 


He noted that “all of these 
dictators believed in the so-called 
‘Master Race’ which stems from 
Darwin's so-called higher level 
of Evolution”. 

In his eyes Liberals Democrats 
are not too far away from 
“extreme left wing” and 
“totalitarianism”, while at the 
other end of spectrum the US 
Constitution is close to “extreme 
right wing”. 


POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS 
The EDL is just one piece of Lake's 
jigsaw and, notwithstanding the 
wishes of the Daily Star, he does 


not see it as a political project. It is The 
simply part of his strategy of middle-class 
tension, of winding up tensions intellectuals 
and forcing the issue of Islam into : 

the media spotlight through a Wlbord 
provocative marches. 

Last year Lake thought the and also 
political solution was in the UKIP, American 
the mainly anti-EU party which speakers - 
however, under the leadership of some of 
Lord Pearson, was taking a more them quite 
anti-Islamic stance. Pearson 
regularly spoke out against Islam famous, 
and attempted to forge links with although 
the Dutch Islamophobic politician I can't give 
Geert Wilders. you names 

As already mentioned, Lake yet ... they 
was close to Batten and also to iave'tive fact 
Magnus Nielsen, a UKIP 
candidate in the general that we can 
election who Lake claimed was have people 
prepared to speak at EDL rallies. that can go 
Nielsen describes Muhammad on the 
as a “criminal psychopath", 

“the first cult leader” and mmnets 
“psychiatrically deranged”. 
Lake told The Guardian that Alan Lake 


there “is ‘some synergy’ between 
the two groups”. 

He boasts of connections with 
middle-ranking people in the UKIP 
though it seems that his plans 
came to nothing as the UKIP 
leadership publicly distanced itself 
from the EDL. 

Lake has now turned his 
attention to the English Democrats 
(EDP). He has even claimed that 
he was recently offered a senior 
role in the party, which he 
declined, preferring to influence 
events in the background. 

There is a clear crossover 
between the EDP and March for 
England, a group to which Lake 
was connected, and several EDP 


“le 


candidates in last year's general 
election, particularly in north 
London, regularly attend EDL 
demonstrations. 

Given the infighting that is 
currently engulfing the EDP, Lake 
might eventually have to look 
elsewhere but his project is clear. 
He recognises, as Searchlight’s 
Fear and Hope study clearly 
demonstrates, that there is a huge 
vacuum on the right of British 
politics, in the space between the 
Conservative Party and the BNP, 
for a new right-wing English 
nationalist party that has no links 
to the old far right and is cultural 
as well as political. 

Lake looks enviously across 
the Atlantic at the growth of the 
Tea Party movement and has been 
heard advocating the need for a 
similar group over here. 

His Facebook site is linked to the 
Patriotic Caucus, a right-wing 
political action committee 
established in December by the Tea 
Party favourite and failed Nevada 
Senate candidate Sharron Angle. 

Just to maintain his links with a 
wider movement, Lake is also 
involved in at least one British 
Army veterans organisation and 
promotes Armed Forces Day on 
his Facebook site. 

While Lake waits for the party he 
desires to arrive he will continue to 
shuffle his papers and draw flow 
diagrams between the various 
organisations and campaigns with 
which he is involved. a 


To keep up to date with the latest 
EDL news visit our updated website, 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 
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The Star shines on the EDL 


By Nick Lowles 


LAST MONTH’S decision by the Daily 
Star effectively to endorse the English 
Defence League is a worrying departure 
for Britain’s mainstream media. 

Of course some may baulk at the 
concept of the Star as a mainstream 
media title. When the paper first 
launched, its editor Derek Jameson 
proudly announced: “It’ll be tits, bums, 
QPR and roll your own fags!”. It has been 
robustly loyal to that vision ever since. 

But the Star is a national newspaper, 
has a circulation of well over half a 
million and is supported by a loyal 
working-class readership. When it 
announces it is backing a group of 
racist, Islamophobic extremists we all 
have to take note. 

What is most disconcerting is that it 
appears the newspaper is actually 
setting the agenda by creating the 
story. The EDL leadership reacted with 
bewilderment to the news that the 
EDL was becoming a political party, 
with both its main leaders claiming on 
Facebook that this was not the case. 
After a second day of Star coverage, 
however, the EDL began warming 
to the idea. 

Some have been quick to seize on 
the endorsement as further evidence 
of an agenda being deployed by the 
paper's owner Richard Desmond. 

It is true that the other Desmond 
titles, such as the Daily and Sunday 
Express, have consistently run 
virulent anti-immigration and anti- 
Islam storylines. But it is also 
important to note that the Daily Star 
Sunday has consistently, and 
bravely, published a number of 
powerful stories exposing both EDL 
and BNP extremism. Even this 
weekend the Daily Star Sunday was 
very critical of David Cameron’s 
speech on multiculturalism. 

When pressed, Desmond was 
quick to distance himself from 
the decision to endorse the EDL 
but was less forthcoming in his 
condemnation. 
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The Daily Star’s editor, Dawn 
Neesom, had obviously watched 
admiringly as the EDL leader was 
paraded around the television stations 
before the Luton demonstration. 

She might even have chuckled at 
Stephen Lennon's appearance on 
Newsnight, where he humbled Jeremy 
Paxman. Perhaps it was some people's 
linking of Cameron’s speech to the 
EDL march that convinced her she 
was tapping into the mood of her 
readers. Whatever her motives this was 
not her first dalliance with the EDL. 

As Searchlight has previously 
reported, the Daily Star first courted 
the EDL in autumn 2009, soon after 
the group was formed. A double-page 
article entitled “The case for the 
defence” pushed the line that the EDL 
was not a racist organisation. To help 
the newspaper sell this position the 
EDL helpfully burnt a Nazi flag for the 
photographers. 

One can only believe that Neesom 
was not actually in Luton. If she had 
been she would have seen the 
hooligan mob baying for a fight. 


{\political party 


Luton was billed as a “homecoming” 
yet there was pitifully little support 
from the local white community. 

And those EDL supporters who were 
bussed in rapidly became bored and 
disenchanted when it became clear the 
local Muslim and Asian communities 
were not going to be goaded into 
responding to their provocation. 

A few days after the Daily Star’s 
ringing endorsement of the EDL, 
three anti-EDL articles appeared in 
the Sunday edition of the paper. 
Some mistakenly believed that this 
was the Star reversing its decision but 
with a different editor the Sunday 
edition has long taken a different 
editorial line. 

No doubt Neesom, who lists her 
hobbies as watching West Ham and 
kick-boxing, would claim she is merely 
representing the views of her readers, 
who purportedly registered 99% 
backing for the EDL in an online poll. 

But even she must be aware that this 
result is totally unrepresentative of her 
readership demographic. If 99% of 
working class Britons really backed the 

EDL, then the EDL would not have 

been staggering drunkenly around 

Luton praising the Prime Minister's 

speech, they would have been 

sitting in Downing Street writing it. 
She must also be aware that by 

endorsing the EDL her paper is now 

riding around on the back of a tiger. 

Good policing, good community 

organising — in which HOPE not hate 

played a part — self-restraint by all 

members of the community and a 

dose of good luck meant the Luton 

demonstration passed relatively 
peacefully. But further EDL protests 
are planned and sooner or later 
serious disorder is virtually inevitable. 

If and when it occurs, the Daily Star's 

editor, and her new EDL friends, will 

have some explaining to do. 

Let’s hope that behind the scenes 
the Daily Star’s owner takes a grip on 
his title before that timecomes. @ 


To be or not to be racist 


“| DON'T mind the fighting or the 
drinking, but it's the racism and 
northerners | detest the most," 
confessed one former leading 
black member of the English 
Defence League when 
quizzed why he was 
not going to Luton 
to join last month's 


» The heavily tattooed nazi Wayne 
Baldwin (pictured), booted and 
wearing a combat jacket, even 
stood in mock solidarity with the 
EDLs bizarre Muslim collabo- 
rator Abdul Salaam at its 


Salaam desperately 
tried to convince the 


EDL march. public there was no 
It is not only the racism in the EDL, 
EDL's few black and while Baldwin 


standing next to him 
openly admitted he 
was a racist. 


Asian supporters 
who struggle with its 
pretence of anti-racism. 


Kill Muslims 


BILL BAKER (pictured) of the English Nationalist 
Alliance, which joins the EDL on demonstrations in 
London and the South East, is a vile man. How else 
to describe someone who posted on Facebook 
“Nuke Islam and be done with it. Sooner we start 
killing Muslims the better and their socialist pals"? 

Baker, a former BNP member who was arrested 
at an EDL demonstration in Barking, has also 
threatened to bring out football hooligans from 
“ICF, Millwall, Chelsea and a few other firms” on 
EDL activities to fight Muslim protesters. 


ENGLISH NATIONALS 
ALLIANCE 


Bradford demonstration. 


Brotherly gta 
hate oy 


DESPITE THEIR 
proximity, 
Bradford and 
Huddersfield 
EDL groupsdo & 
not necessarily © 
feel the 
brotherly love. 
Both gangs of hooligans have been 
warned they will not be allowed on any 
more EDL activities if they continue 
brawling with each other on trains, 
coaches and minibuses. 

Having battered Birmingham EDL, 
Bolton's EDL group, which is in reality 
the Cuckoo Boys hooligan crew that 
follows the Bolton Wanderers football 
club, has promised that other hooligans 
will go the same way. As far as Bolton is 
concerned, “everyone's fair game" 
away from the actual EDL demo. 


| Huddersfield | 
\ Division | 


.'N HOC SiGNO VINCES 


Racist videos spark arrests 


DEVON AND CORNWALL police have 
arrested two men thought to be 
connected to the EDL for allegedly 
publishing racially inflammatory videos 
on Youtube. The men from Paignton 
were bailed by police until May. 


THE EDL held a small but noisy 
demonstration outside Shotton Lane social 
club in Deeside, North Wales, towards the 
end of January to protest against the club 
being turned into an Islamic cultural centre 
and prayer room. Less than a fortnight 
later the club had been destroyed in a 
suspected arson attack. 

One local resident who did not want to 
be named for fear of reprisals said: 
“Whoever has done this has put everyone's 
lives at risk without caring about what they 
are doing. It's because of all the controversy 
that has been whipped up about the plans 
for the club. We had people from the 
English Defence League marching down 
our street claiming it was theirs, and they 
were not even from round here.” 


Fire after EDL protest 
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t was barely after 9am and EDL supporters were now so 
they were lost, dazed and drunk they could barely stand. 
confused. And incredibly When the bars closed at midday, 
drunk, “E-E-EDL” chanted the mob exploded prematurely, 
the North London English attempting to march off while 
= Defence League contingent. throwing bottles and insults at 
» They eventually found their way _ the police and press. The EDL 
' to St George's Square where stewards took the opportunity to 
3 Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, the EDL — repay some longstanding debts 
leader, was carrying outanearly — of their own, jabbing and 
"morning inspection. As he punching back into the throng. 
continued to do all day, Lennon Just after lpm they began their 
- scowled and talked down march, pushing and shoving 
_ towards his chest, intohis much — from the back, crushing against 
™ celebrated bullet proof vest. the front. The obligatory thunder 
| ‘Two hours later, Lennon was flashes exploded under the 
outside the Charlie Brown pub, police horses, startling not only 
by the railway station, to where the horses but also the extremist 
r=] Islamophobes from all over American rabbi Nachum Shifren, 
“= Britain and Europe had made who was quickly removed from 
their way during the morning the procession and escorted 
with painted faces and flags. separately by swearing and 
The station had been the scene threatening EDL members to 
of minor clashes when, unwilling — the square. 
to accept the gift of a trouble free They never got near their 


exit, EDL supporters had gone to —_ claimed seven thousand 
clash with antifascists who were demonstrators. Why they thought 


unaware that they were actually they would we will never know. 
not blocking access to and exit As they marched and shouted, it 
from the station. seemed their numbers were close 
In Midland Street hundreds of _ to 4,000, but by the time they got 
EDL supporters had been to the square they seemed shrunk 
gathering since 10am to binge and deflated. 
drink and flex their tattooed Lennon spoke of shopping 
arms. As coaches and trains and of “Lutonians” but they 
arrived to swell their numbers were the missing ingredient. 
they spread further up, across People drifted away before the 
and down the street. They had leader had even finished his 
been warned: late into the speech. He was impassioned, 
previous night while holed up at —_ but he was also lost on his home 
the Hilton Hotel, the EDL ground. His words trailed and 
leaders in the company of their failed. He spoke of social 
European and American friends — housing and of course he spoke 
had stated that they would not of Islam. He praised the police, 


tolerate bad behaviour, ordering — the accommodators of his 
their followers not to attack until | march of shame, but by the time 


the enemy showed itself. his cousin Kevin Carroll got up 
Sipping on a Smirnoff Ice, to speak the square was empty 

Lennon came into the street and those trains and coaches 

looking agitated. North London were filling up again. cl 


sabbbi Nachum 
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+ flashes, is’@scorted away 
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Is the future UKIP? 


As part of our series looking at the wider British right, David Williams speculates on what 
the future might hold for the UK Independence Party as the British National Party continues 


its downward spiral. 


he success of the UK 
Independence Party in the 2009 
European election, in which 
against expectations the party won 
13 seats eclipsing Labour, has led to 
renewed speculation that it might well 
emerge at the head of a reconfigured 
populist right. 

Under Lord Pearson of Rannoch the 
UKIP adopted a raft of policy 
pronouncements that seemed calculated 
to cut the ground from under the British 
National Party. It called for an 
immediate halt to immigration, 
disparaged multiculturalism and 
demanded a ban on the niqab and 
burga from public buildings. It built links 
with Geert Wilders, the leader of the 
Dutch anti-Islam Freedom Party, and the 
wider “counter-jihad" movement, 
reaching out to figures such as Pam 
Geller in the United States. Many of its 
activists, particularly in the London 
region, have developed links with the 
English Defence League, though press 
reports of a full blown alliance between 
the UKIP and the EDL appear unlikely 
despite the tentative announcement last 
month that the EDL is to “go political”. 

These unsavoury alliances aside, 
against a backdrop of a disintegrating 
BNP a broader development is taking 
place within the UKIP. Research by the 
academics Dr Robert Ford, Dr Matthew 
Goodwin and Dr David Cutts recently 
concluded that the UKIP, which has 
long struggled to shed its image as a 
one-trick party, has to a certain extent 
succeeded in broadening its appeal 
among the British electorate. 

“There's no doubt the party's position 
on Europe is a big factor, but their 
supporters are increasingly concerned 
with attitudes more typically associated 
with the British National Party," note 
two of the authors in a press release 
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accompanying publication of the paper, 
Strategic Eurosceptics and Polite 
Xenophobes: Support for the UK 
Independence Party in the 2009 
European Parliament Elections. 

“Like far right voters," they argue, 
“those who vote UKIP are dissatisfied 
with the mainstream parties and hostile 
toward immigration”. 

The research shows that the appeal of 
the UKIP is far broader than that of the 
BNP. In domestic elections the UKIP 
does better among disaffected working- 
class voters by training its fire on 
immigrants, Muslims and the political 
establishment. This tends to confirm the 
thesis that one of the central reasons for 
the UKIP embarking on its assault on 
Islam under Pearson was to drive a 
wedge between the BNP and its voters, 
to bolster its own support in domestic 
elections in which it has traditionally 
performed poorly in comparison with 
European elections. “UKIP appeals to 
the same kind of voters as the BNP,” 
observe Ford and Goodwin, “but may 
be able to recruit a broader and more 
sustainable base, with UKIP voters 


outnumbering BNP voters three to one”. 


That this strategy could pay dividends 
for the UKIP in the future is clear. This 
process was visible to an extent during 
the Oldham East and Saddleworth by- 
election in January where the UKIP, on 
the back of a stridently anti-immigration 
platform, pushed the BNP into fifth 
place, a result that only a few years ago 
would have been unimaginable. 

The BNP, for all its much-vaunted 
“modernisation” strategy, still has a dire 
image problem, a reflection of its failure 
to construct a convincing “reputational 
shield" that persuades voters it is not a 
racist, violent, fascist party. And so, 
while many voters would consider 
supporting the bulk of its platform, they 


are unlikely to vote for the disreputable 
vehicle that champions it. 

The UKIP, in comparison, has no such 
legitimacy problem. Jibes that the party 
was simply “the BNP in blazers” have 
failed to stick. Thus, as the BNP 
continues to disintegrate, the UKIP is 
ideally placed to mop up much of its 
support base, so long as it can exploit 
the opportunity and appeal to groups 
such as women who statistically are less 
likely to vote for the BNP. 

Commenting on the potential of such 
a development the paper observes that 
should the UKIP succeed in recruiting 
such a broad and enduring base of 
support, it may yet emerge as “a 
significant vehicle of xenophobia and, 
more specifically, Islamophobia in 
modern Britain”. 

On the continent too there are signs 
that the wind is blowing towards the 
UKIP. Marine Le Pen, the new leader of 
the French National Front, has stated 
that she wishes to emulate the UKIP 
rather than the dead hand of fascism 
represented by the politics of the BNP. 
This announcement has received a 
“cautious welcome” from Nigel Farage, 
Pearson's successor as UKIP leader, who 
sees it as a vindication of the UKIP's 
stance, though, “She [Marine Le Pen] 
has a lot to do to move it towards the 
free-trading, non-sectarian, liberal and 
non-racist party that is UKIP", which he 
sees as the defender of civil liberties and 
“our Judeo-Christian heritage”. 

As the UKIP and BNP enter a new 
phase in their war of position, one that 
the BNP is currently losing badly, the 
BNP has moved away from its knee-jerk 
accusation that the UKIP is an MI5 
“safety valve” to siphon off BNP 
support and is attempting instead to 
replicate the UKIP’s political stance. 
Although one should be wary of 
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to unlimited 
immigration 


Take back control of our borders 


voTe UK INDEPENDENCE PARTY ON UNE 4", : 


Lord Pearson of Rannoch: led the UKIP's assault on Islam 
Photo: from Flickr by Euro Realist Newsletter 


overstating the case, it is noticeable, as 
another academic study comparing 
party manifestos observes, that the BNP 
has begun downplaying “race" in public 
party documents, emphasising instead 
British values and institutions, something 
that comes across as half-hearted not 
least because it is. Its position on 
Europe, notes the study, has also seen 
the BNP adopting the UKIP’s language 
in opposing the EU. This attempt to 
construct a “civic” style nationalism, 
which the party has spent almost its 
entire existence pillorying, is paper thin, 
drastically undermined by the party's 
racist praxis. 

The UKIP's appeal is wider than that 
of the BNP, particularly when it comes 
to European elections, which bring out 
its bread and butter support base. 
Those who vote UKIP in European 
elections are, in comparison to domestic 
elections, more likely to be drawn from 
the ranks of disillusioned Tories, many of 
them upper and middle class, who 
abandoned the party following the 
signing of the Maastricht Treaty in 
February 1992. 

More recently, David Cameron's 
failure to honour his promise to hold a 
referendum on the Lisbon Treaty has 
created a deep well of resentment on 
the right of his party. This has been 
hardened by the many compromises 


foisted upon him as a result of the 
Conservatives’ coalition with the Liberal 
Democrats, which has further enraged 
the Tory right. Under these conditions, 
those who have already defected to the 
UKIP will be even harder to entice back 
into the fold. 

The fear is palpable that it is already 
too late to stop the UKIP. Farage 
recently bragged to the Daily Telegraph 
that the UKIP would win the 2014 
European election. Its reporter relayed 
this story to a group of “run-of-the- 
mill” Tory MPs expecting hoots of 
derision only to be met by expressions 
of “genuine worry" that Farage was 
right. With the spread betting tycoon 
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Stuart Wheeler at the helm as the new 
UKIP treasurer there is concern that 
future UKIP campaigns could be 
extremely well funded. After all, 
Wheeler gave £5 million to the 
Conservatives before they threw him 
out for also donating to the UKIP. 

Nothing is set in stone, however. 
The UKIP does not “own" this support 
by divine right. Euroscepticism remains 
strong on the right of the Conservative 
Party and shows no signs of abating. 
When Parliament debated Douglas 
Carswell's amendment calling for cuts in 
Britain's contribution to the EU budget 
in October 2010 it was backed by 37 
Tory MPs, many from the new intake, 
injecting into the anti-EU movement a 
new generation of “young, liberal and 
cosmopolitan” Eurosceptics, which 
Daniel Hannan MEP believes to be 
“hugely significant”. 

A reinvigorated Tory right fighting a 
rearguard action against both the EU 
and an unpopular coalition government, 
considered mired in compromise even 
by many of its own supporters, could 
see many UKIP voters and activists, 
spoiling for a fight, return to where the 
action is. Either way, it is a struggle in 
which the BNP as presently constituted 
is unlikely to figure. | 


Next month: 
will Eddy Butler set 


up a new party? 
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Fear and HOPE 
The new politics of identity - 


Nick Lowles and Anthony Painter 


THIS MONTH Searchlight 
Educational Trust (SET) 
launches a project to explore, 
understand and tackle the rise 
of right-wing nationalism and 
extremism in Britain. Entitled 
Together, the project will 
endeavour to address the rise 
of identity politics, which is 
leading people to political 
extremes and violence. 
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To launch the project SET 
commissioned possibly the 
largest study into attitudes, 
identity and extremism in 
today's England. With 91 
questions and 5,054 
respondents the Fear and 
HOPE survey provides a 
detailed picture of the 
changing political landscape 
in England. It investigates the 


level of fear, hate and hope in 
society and explores what 
pulls us apart and what brings 
us together. 

As described opposite, 
the study found six distinct 
groups, or tribes, in society. 
At one extreme of this 
dynamic lie liberals/ 
multiculturals, at the other 
active and latently hostile 


groups. The new politics of 
identity splits 25-50-25 
liberal-mainstream-hostiles. 
The report also highlighted 
the changing political 
landscape in society. 
The politics of immigration, 
which was salient over the 
past decade, has morphed 
into a politics of culture, 
identity and nation. This will 


The new ‘tribes’ of British identity politics 


Confident multiculturals - 8% of the population 
Most likely to be graduates or postgraduates, these people 
are predominantly professionals and managers. They are 
more prevalent in London and the South East, and among 
Labour, Lib Dem and Green identifiers. Outgoing, social 
and happy with their lives, they are confident about the 
country's future and their own and think Britain has 
benefited from immigration. 


Mainstream liberals - 16% 

These people are optimistic, self-motivated and for the 
most part educated to at least degree level. They see 
immigration as a net benefit to the country, and usually 
differ from confident multiculturals only in their level of 
enthusiasm about it. 


Identity ambivalents - 28% 

These people are less financially secure and less optimistic 
about the future. They are more likely to be working class, 
to live in social housing and to view immigration through 
the prism of its economic impact on their opportunities 

and the social impact on their communities. Muslims and 
other BME groups are more prevalent here as are a plurality 
of Labour identifiers. 


Cultural integrationists - 24% 

They are generally older and more prosperous than other 
groups and many are or have been professionals and 
managers. They are more likely to view immigration as a 
cultural issue with concerns about the impact of immigration 
on national identity and about immigrants’ willingness to 
integrate. The plurality of Conservative identifiers is to be 
found here. 


Latent hostiles - 10% 

More likely to be older and not to have been university- 
educated, these people are more prevalent among the 
working class. They view their own future with uncertainty 
and Britain's with pessimism. For them, immigration has 
undermined British culture, public services and their own 
economic prospects. They would support political forces that 
stood up for their identity and way of life but are less 
confrontational than those in active enmity. 


Active enmity - 13% 

Drawing more support from the unskilled and the 
unemployed, these people are the most disengaged from 
traditional political processes and the most hostile to 
immigrants and what they think immigration represents. 
Opposed to all ethnicities or religions other than their own, 
many believe that violence is acceptable if it is a 
consequence of standing up for what is right. 

The key point here is that these “tribes” have a relationship 
with social class which is a strong traditional influencer of 
attitudes and political behaviour. 


*Populus descriptions http://www.nrs.co.uk/lifestyle.html 


The table below displays the class compositions of each of 
the “tribes”: 


Segment breakdown by class (%) 


Confident multiculturals 
38 43 5 14 


Mainstream liberals 


Latent hostiles 
23 29 22 


Active enmity 
15 20 28 36 
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According to the National Readership Survey (NRS), in 2010 
26% of the population were AB, 29% were C1, 21% were 
C2 and 23% DE. Using this baseline data, we can see that 
cultural integrationists, confident multiculturals and 
mainstream liberals were significantly more affluent than the 
average. Identity ambivalents comprise more C1s and C2s. 
Active enmity are more working class. 

However, social class does not suffice as a proxy for 
these categories. 

The centre-ground groups on this identity axis are “identity 
ambivalents" and “cultural integrationists". The majority 
differences between them are: their class composition, their 
motivation — the former are more motivated by economics 
and perceptions of fairness while the latter are more motivated 
by authority and order - and their political identification. 

The following table is a breakdown of “tribe” composition 
of each party's vote: 


Segment breakdown by Party ID (%) 


Conservatives 


Labour 


& Mainstream liberals = Identity ambivalents 


Bi Confident multiculturals 
= Cultural integrationists 


BS Latent hostiles | Active enmity 
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lead to a significant shift in 
politics in the rest of 
the 2010s. 

Within this context it is 
easy to understand the long- 
term limits for the British 
National Party, which is tied 
to the old politics of race and 
immigration. It has failed to 
adapt to a broader politics of 
culture, identity, and nation, 
which means it id sinking 
under the weight of its own 
negative image as identified 
by simply race and 
immigration. 

While this is a cause for 
celebration, the threat could, 
if anything, get worse. 

The study graphically 
illustrates that there is a 
large pool of voters who 
would support a respectable 
right-wing party steeped in 
English nationalism, while 
holding anti-violence, 
anti-immigration, anti-EU, 
non-fascist, anti-Islamic 
extremist views. 


FROM IMMIGRATION TO 
IDENTITY 

During the course of the early 
2000s, two debates came to 
dominate the public discourse 
around identity. The first and 
most significant was the 
debate around immigration as 
net inward migration swelled 
in the early part of the 
century, then increased 
further following the entry to 
the EU of the Accession Eight 
countries in 2004. The second 
debate was around cultural 
integration and cohesion and 
followed domestic and global 
terrorist attacks perpetrated 
by Islamist extremists. 

When placed alongside 
economic decline and/or 
perceptions of social change 
in specific locations, eg former 
mining, mill or manufacturing 
towns, the politics of race and 
immigration provided fertile 
ground for the BNP. 

However, these forces have 
now broadened and the 
debate has shifted. 
Immigration has become an 
aspect of a broader cultural 
division over notions of 
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identity. Groups such as the 
English Defence League have 
been able to craft a politics of 
nation, non-ethnic exclusivity 
mixed with scapegoating of 
particular groups (ie Muslims), 
and nostalgia that moves 
beyond the supremacist 
politics of the BNP. The EDL is 
also a violent street militia so 
will have severe limitations. 
But the political messaging is 
more adapted to an 
environment where groups of 
people in certain 
circumstances in certain places 
feel economically, socially and 
culturally dispossessed and 
disorientated by negative 
change. 

While immigration remains 
the most salient and 
controversial of the “identity” 
issues it has come to be 
grouped with a range of 
perspectives on nation, 
ethnicity, integration, 
cohesion and diversity, faith, 
community, economic 
change, security, social 
change and individual/family 
prospects and standard of 
living. Together, these issues 
and outlooks coalesce around 
a new politics of identity. 
Politicians have increasingly 
searched for a language of 
meaning in this regard and 
nowhere is this more visible 
than in discussions over 
cultural diversity, cohesion 
and integration. 


THE POLITICS OF POST- 
MULTICULTURALISM 
Society is deeply split over the 
virtues and effects of 
immigration and 
multiculturalism. Overall, 
60% felt that immigration 
had been a bad thing for the 
country as opposed to 40% 
who believed it had been 
good. Virtually everyone in 
the latent hostile and active 
enmity groups believed in the 
former while nearly all 
confident multiculturals and 
mainstream liberals thought 
the latter. 

The two groups in the 
middle (identity ambivalents 
and cultural integrationists) 


both split 2:1 in the negative 
camp, though for quite 
different reasons. 

Multiculturalism splits 
society right down the 
middle, with 49% believing 
that a “variety of cultures are 
part of British culture” while 
51% believe that this variety 
of cultures had “undermined 
British culture”. 

Of the all-important middle 
groups, the split among 
identity ambivalence was 
52/48 and among cultural 
integrationists it was 41/59. 

It is clear that Prime 
Minister David Cameron was 
addressing the cultural 
integrationists when he 
declared, in a speech in 
Munich last month: “We 
must build stronger societies 
and identities at home. 
Frankly, we need a lot less of 
the passive tolerance of 
recent years and much more 
active, muscular liberalism. 

A passively tolerant society 
says to its citizens: as long as 
you obey the law, we will 
leave you alone. It stands 
neutral between different 
values. A genuinely liberal 
country does much more. It 
believes in certain values and 
actively promotes them." 

The Prime Minister's speech 
in many ways echoed that of 
the speech given by Tony 
Blair to the Runnymede Trust 
in 2006: “The right to be 
different. The duty to 
integrate. That is what being 
British means. And neither 
racists nor extremists should 
be allowed to destroy it." 

Politicians have been 
searching for the holy grail of 
anew “Britishness” for much 
of the past decade. That they 
should have failed is no 
surprise. National identities 
are most definitely not 
exogenous to the political 
process — the history of the 
nation-state is one of the 
successful moulding of 
cultural identity to legitimate 
power. However, the 
mechanisms of modern 
cultural development are too 
numerous and diffuse for the 


state to achieve cut-through 
in this regard. Nonetheless, 
the direction has been in 
favour of a more 
integrationist and less 
multicultural political rhetoric. 
It is easy to understand why 
when the political axis of 
identity is considered. 

Only 8% of the population 
are committed multiculturals 
with a further 16% 
mainstream liberals who are 
a more diluted version of a 
similar outlook. 

Two things have happened. 
Firstly, the multicultural 
“brand” has been 
deliberately toxified as 
politicians seek to speak to 
and for the centre ground of 
identity ambivalents and 
cultural integrationists. 

This has had the effect of a 
further elevation of a politics 
of identity; while at the same 
time it has skewed that 
identity politics away from 
multiculturalism. In so doing 
politicians have aimed to 
reach for the identity 
mainstream. They have also 
reinforced it in all likelihood. 

While some commentators 
have highlighted the 
differences between 
Cameron's speech and that of 
Baroness Warsi on rising 
Islamophobia two weeks 
earlier, we are in fact looking 
at a similar strategy. 

The Prime Minster spoke to 
the cultural integrationists 
who are, as we have seen, 
more strongly Conservative 
identifiers than any other 
group. At the same time, 
Baroness Warsi spoke 
worryingly of the growing 
respectability of 
Islamophobia. Essentially, a 
tough message on the need 
for integration and a tough 
line against Islamophobia 
was seen as an attempt to 
build a firewall between 
cultural integrationists and 
latent hostiles. 

While Cameron's “muscular 
liberalism" will definitely 
appeal to the cu/tural 
integrationists it will not work 
as effectively among the 


other element of the 
mainstream, the identity 
ambivalents. 

The identity ambivalents 
are economically and socially 
insecure so unlike the cultural 
integrationists this is not 
simply a value or cultural 
expression. They are more 
worried about losing their 
jobs and their opposition to 
immigration is for economic 
rather than cultural reasons. 
From the perspective of 
holding the mainstream 
together and preventing any 
leap-frogging to /atent 
hostility and active enmity, 
it is vital that their social 
and economic concerns 
are addressed. 

This is especially important 
for Labour as it is their 
working class and BME 
voters who are to be found 
in this group. 


OPTIMISM V 
PESSIMISM, SECURITY 

V INSECURITY 

One of the major divides is 
the degree to which the 
identity “tribes” are 
optimistic or pessimistic about 
the their own and the 
country's future. It is worth 
making the point right at the 
outset that there is very high 
degree of concern across the 
board that the country is 
heading in the wrong 
direction. Eighty-two per cent 
consider that life in Britain is 
worse than ten years ago. 
Notwithstanding the 
economic situation, this is still 
very high. 

There is a major division of 
opinion between the /atent 
hostiles/active enmity and 
the rest when it comes to 
generic expressions of 
optimism and pessimism. 
Only 26% and 24% of latent 
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hostiles and active enmity are 
optimistic about the future, 
compared to 68% of 
confident multiculturals and 
62% of mainstream liberals. 
Conversely, 74% of latent 
hostiles and 76% of the 
active enmity group are 
pessimistic about the future. 

Modern Britain is most 
definitely not a country that is 
currently at ease with itself. 
When people were asked 
about words that define 
Britain the most commonly 
selected were negative. 

There is also a security v 
insecurity aspect at play 
here. Security is linked very 
much with feeling of 
empowerment. As part of 
the survey, respondents were 
asked about their happiness 
with their life so far and 
whether their success in life 
was self or externally 
determined. The two 
categories with the highest 
disappointment ratio were 
active enmity and identity 
ambivalents. 


ENGLISHNESS, 
BRITISHNESS, NATION 
AND IDENTITY 
Englishness is back on the 
political agenda and it is 
absolutely an avowed and 
expressed identity of a 
significant number. On a 
forced choice between British, 
English, European, 
hyphenated-British (eg Asian 
British) or none of the above, 
60% regard themselves as 
British and 39% regard 
themselves as English. If the 
latter is the nationality that 
didn't dare speak its name 
then that is no longer the case. 
As you would expect, the 
self-indentification as English 
increases the further right on 
the identity axis you travel. 


Nonetheless, significant 
numbers of all groups regard 
themselves as primarily 
English over British. This is 
clearly now a widespread 
phenomenon. Moreover, 
national identity trumps any 
other notion of identity. 


THE AVERSION TO 
VIOLENCE 

One of the most interesting 
results of the survey was our 
attitude to political violence 
and in particularly our almost 
universal aversion to it. 

This was particularly the case 
for the identity ambivalents 
and cultural integrationists. 

When asked about where 
their sympathies lay when 
there was violence between 
English nationalist extremists 
and Muslim extremists, 85% 
of cultural integrationists said 
“neither; they are both as 
bad as each other”. 

Overall 68% of people 
agreed with this view, though 
67% of the active enmity 
group sided “with the English 
nationalists who are standing 
up for their country”. 


ORGANISING 
AGAINST FEAR 
The study gives SET an 
excellent snapshot of our 
attitudes to identity, 
nationhood and race. More 
importantly, it will help us to 
shape our campaigning more 
effectively in the future. The 
survey highlights the groups 
in society where we need to 
focus our energy, where they 
will be found and the 
messages that will resonate. 
In fact, using advanced 
data handling software, we 
will be able literally to divide 
England street by street to 
determine the susceptibility to 
fear and hope. 


The survey also shows that 
there is clearly an appetite for 
a new positive campaign 
against extremism. Almost 
70% of all respondents said 
they would consider 
supporting a group that 
wants to “campaign against 
religious and racial extremism 
and promote better relations 
between ethnic and religious 
groups in England”. 

Of the all-important middle 
groups 63% of identity 
ambivalents and 71% of 
cultural integrationists backed 
a new campaign group. 

When asked what would 
play the biggest role in 
defeating extremism in 
communities, 25% of people 
said community organising to 
bring people of different 
backgrounds together, 20% 
said educating children and 
15% said using celebrities 
and key movers and shakers 
from within communities to 
prove that people from 
different backgrounds are not 
actually different to them. 

This 60% of the 
respondents contrasts with 
the 31% who proposed 
“controlling and limiting 
immigration” and the 9% 
who called for greater 
police action. 

By a margin of 3:2 people 
looked to more positive, 
community-orientated 
responses to extremism. This 
more positive approach, 
combined with encouraging 
shared local identities and 
around basic decent common 
values, while addressing the 
economic and social concerns 
of some, contrasts with the 
more aggressive and more 
negative muscular liberalism 
of David Cameron. 

This is now the task of the 
Together project. a 


For a more detailed analysis of the Fear and HOPE 


study and to learn more about the Together project, 


visit: www.fearandhope.org.uk 
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Investigation. nvestigation 


Incompetence or design? 


Does the British National Party's leader have a death wish? Nick Griffin has widely been 
accused of being incompetent or distracted by his role as an MEP, but increasingly members 
are wondering whether he is destroying the party deliberately. Sonia Gable reports. 


THE PARTY has suffered a run of very 
poor by-election results since last May, 
but it is Griffin's damaging 
appointments to senior party positions 
that are causing hitherto loyal 
supporters finally to desert him and the 
party's regional bases to disintegrate. 

Just when the BNP's Yorkshire region 
should have been throwing everything 
into the Barnsley Central by-election 
campaign on 3 March, members were 
left confused and disillusioned by 
Griffin's imposition of lan Kitchen as 
the Yorkshire regional organiser and 
Simon Goodricke, who served an 18- 
month prison sentence for perverting 
the course of justice by tipping off 
fraudsters while a West Midlands Police 
detective constable, as his deputy. 

Inevitably, it did not take long for 
Kitchen's wife Linda, who has stood as 
a BNP candidate and addresses party 
meetings, to attract the interest of the 
media — specifically the Sunday Sport 
— for her starring role in a hard-core 
porn film. 

Nobody doubted that Griffin had 
been fully aware of her “outside 
interests” when he replaced the 
popular Chris Beverley with 
Mr Kitchen, who brings little 
organisational ability to the job. 

Even more embarrassing was that he 
appointed the couple to organise this 
summer's Red, White and Blue so- 
called family festival this summer. 

Even when the Sunday Sport 
turned the party into a laughing 
stock, Griffin stuck by the 
Kitchens and instead suspended 
the respected Yorkshire activist 
Nick Cass for committing the sin 
of inviting party members to a 
“special private meeting" to 
discuss Kitchen's appointment 
and the party's dire financial 
state. It took a full five days for 
the BNP to announce that the 
Kitchens had “laid down all their 
roles in the party with immediate 
effect", leaving Adam Walker, the 
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BNP's national organiser, to assume 
charge of the Barnsley campaign. 

According to Cass, party members 
in Yorkshire are “leaving in their 
droves" and “fed up of being treated 
like skivvies whilst the leadership 
offers no explanation for the party's 
current financial mess and lack of 
meaningful leadership”. 

Barnsley Central contains several 
wards in which the BNP has polled 
20-31% in recent years and in Enis 
Dalton the party has a local candidate 
without any known skeletons in her 
cupboard. After the BNP’s disastrous 
showing in the Oldham by-election in 
January, Griffin tried desperately to 
concoct excuses and blame others. 
He now seems to be going all out to 
achieve a similar failure in Barnsley. 

Another region where Griffin 
appears to be scuppering the BNP's 
chances is Wales, which faces Welsh 
Assembly elections in May. In 2007 the 
BNP took almost 5% of the vote and 
nearly got a candidate elected in the 
regional list section of the election, 
which is fought under proportional 
representation. 


Griffin's choice: 
Linda and lan 
ae. Kitchen 
v 
S 


THE ‘LIAR’ AND THE THUG 
Differences between BNP members in 
Wales came to a head at the BNP’s 
annual organisers’ meeting in 
Stoke-on-Trent on 12 February. 
Kevin Edwards, a Llandybie community 
councillor and Pembrokeshire party 
organiser, had tendered his resignation 
from the party the previous Monday 
after being inundated with calls from 
“distraught ex and current members" 
angry at the conviction of a BNP 
member for a vicious assault at a 
working men's club before Christmas. 
The assault was not the first time that 
Roger Phillips had shown his thuggish 
nature. Last year he posted death 
threats against Baroness Uddin on 
Facebook and in December 2009 he 
made an expletive-filled telephone call 
threatening to kill a man who posted an 
anti-BNP video on YouTube. His Patriot 
Products business sold racist 
merchandise including golliwog badges 
with the names and colours of Premier 
League football clubs and his Facebook 
photos included one of a cornflakes box 
with an open-mouthed black minstrel 
and the doctored logo “Coon flakes”. 
Edwards drew all this to Griffin's 
attention, describing Phillips as 
“unstable” and “a ticking bomb", who 
has set the BNP back years in Wales. 
Griffin replied: “He's got to go. 
I'm shocked that this was not dealt 
with in South Wales ages ago”. 
Relieved, Edwards withdrew his 
resignation. 
Yet when Edwards turned up at 
the organisers’ meeting Brian 
Mahoney, the Wales regional 
organiser and Griffin loyalist, 
informed him that the party's 
Advisory Council had met the 
previous night and decided that 
nothing was to be done about 
Phillips. If the press broke the story a 
few days before polling day, “then 
let them do it", said Mahoney. 

This “shattered” Edwards's belief 
in Griffin's “integrity and honesty”. 


Party administration still in chaos, 
says BNP councillor Paul Golding 


Resigning again, Edwards explained: 
“Nick is either a blatant liar, politically 
naive or just listens to some very bad 
advise [sic]". 

Edwards is not the only key activist to 
leave recently. In the North West 
region, where Griffin sits as an MEP, 
James Clayton, one of the party's new 
younger activists, resigned as Blackpool 
organiser and West Lancashire 
coordinator, saying he no longer wished 
“to hold a position of responsibility in 
the charade and financial Bermuda 
Triangle that is the BNP”. 

Paul Morris, the Eastern regional 
organiser, also resigned apparently 
unable to cope with the job. According 
to Eddy Butler, who was expelled from 
the BNP last year after challenging 
Griffin for the leadership, no BNP 
meetings or activities have taken place 
since the general election in Epping 
Forest, Morris's own area, where the 
BNP once had six councillors now 
down to one. In the entire region there 
are “only a couple of functioning units 
now", says Butler, compared to about 
25 before the general election. 

Admittedly Morris suffered under the 
handicap of sharing the same name as 
a prolific Welsh blogger who posts 
under the name “Green Arrow”. 

That Paul Morris has also become 
disillusioned with the BNP after a long 
period of sycophantic belief that the 
party could do no wrong. His hero- 
worship of Griffin was mostly not 
reciprocated — Griffin regarded him 
with contempt — though on one 
occasion, desperate for all the support 
he could get, Griffin invited him to 
speak at a Red, White and Blue festival 
and was filmed shaking his hand. 

Edwards's resignation and the 
Kitchen porn scandal resulted in Morris 
withdrawing his website's 
unconditional support for the BNP, 
though not his belief that there is no 
better person than Griffin to lead the 
party, it is only Griffin's incompetent 
advisers who are the problem. 


CHRONIC WASTE AND CHAOS 
But Griffin has gone out of his way to 
appoint unsuitable people to senior 
party positions. The moronic Clive 
Jefferson was in quick succession given 
the jobs of north west regional 
organiser, national elections officer, 
national organiser, national nominating 
officer and party treasurer, as well as 
retaining his job on Griffin's 
constituency staff paid for by the 
European Parliament. Even the most 
capable person could not have done all 
those jobs properly. 

Jefferson in effect controls the BNP 
together with Patrick Harrington, who 
is not a BNP member but a leader of a 
rival party. He appears to have 
performed little better than Jefferson. 
According to Paul Golding, who 
resigned as the BNP’s communications 
officer last autumn but remains a BNP 
councillor, six months after 
Harrington's appointment as party 
manager, “we still have chronic 
wastage, staff chaos, inefficiency, no 
contracts (a legal requirement), no 
staff training and wages not paid and 
several NEW employment-related 
court cases looming. Several staff are 
even complaining that they are 
employed but haven't got any work 
to do.” 

Golding also castigated the party's 
failure to make any effort at fighting 
by-elections. Instead, explains 
Golding, Griffin has been “completely 
taken in by the promises and 
fantasies" of Jefferson, who promoted 
the “grand dream” of catching up 


ru 


with the mainstream parties’ “amazing 
online electioneering databases”. 

That was why Griffin told Golding he 
was not bothered to fight elections 
until the new system, named Alfred, 
came online to solve all the party's 
electoral problems. 

Griffin has said that would take two 
years, and no doubt several 
fundraising appeals, while providing a 
ready excuse for numerous electoral 
failures. But, according to Golding, 
instead of turning to reputable experts 
to develop a suitable elections 
database, the BNP “hired an amateur 
IT guy who downloaded a free piece 
of software off Google and began to 
bodge/edit it”. 

Golding reveals that “the IT projects 
manager brought in to make Alfred 
work has walked away stating it will 
never work (and hasn't been paid his 
wages in the process), so Alfred has 
been quietly shelved”, leaving the BNP 
with no election capability at all. 

Griffin has said his main aim is to get 
re-elected as an MEP, yet he has also 
spoken of turning the BNP into a “civil 
rights” movement and abandoning 
elections. The next European election 
is in 2014 and Griffin may just be using 
it as an excuse to do nothing much for 
the next three years, by which time 
little will remain of his party. Either that 
or Griffin believes incredibly that 
people really will vote for him because 
of his participation in a parliament in 
Brussels and Strasbourg about which 
voters know and care little and BNP 
activists even less. = 
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BNP activists in court 


IRONY AND ANIMAL welfare collided 
in the cases of two BNP members 
hauled before the courts. 

Michael Smith had hoped to stand for 
the BNP against Gordon Brown in the 
general election but had to withdraw 
after he was arrested on charges of 
killing two cormorants, which are 
protected birds. The incident on the 
River Tay was alleged to have taken 
place early last year, but after three days 
of evidence at Perth Sheriff Court in late 
January, the prosecution was abandoned 
because of “identification” issues and 
the “reliability” of two witnesses who 
were supposed to corroborate the 
testimony of a former gamekeeper who 
claimed Smith had shot the birds. 

Smith, the owner of Burnmouth 
Fishings near Stanley on the Tay and the 
son of a decorated RAF veteran, claimed 
that his treatment by police after he was 
charged contravened Article Six of the 
European Convention on Human Rights, 
which is ironic given that his party is 
pledged to repeal the legislation. 

Also in trouble was Charles 
Wentworth, one of the BNP's largest 
financial donors. He is accused of “being 
the owner of a dog which was dangerous 
and was not kept under proper control” 
after a local woman was bitten on the 
thigh by a Doberman last November. 

Wentworth, who owns Friston Hall in 
Suffolk, was due to appear before 
magistrates in Lowestoft on 28 
February. An application has been made 
for an order that the dog is kept under 
proper control or destroyed. 

After giving more than £38,000 to the 
BNP between October 2006 and 
October 2007, Wentworth explained to 
the Daily Mail that he helped fund the 
party because Britain was being 
“overloaded” with immigrants, despite 
being married to a second generation 
immigrant, Zorka llic, the daughter of 
Serbian and Kosovan refugees. 


Charles Wentworth: BNP donor 
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British far-right barrister addresses US racist meeting 


Left to right: Raymond Wolters, Hugh Kennedy, Robert Greenberg, Dan Roodt, Jared 
Taylor, Filip Dewinter, Adrian Davies, David Yeagley and Sam Dickson 


ADRIAN DAVIES, the former chairman 
of the far-right Freedom Party, a short- 
lived British National Party splinter 
group, addressed a “white nationalist” 
conference in the United States last 
month. Davies, who represented the 
Holocaust denier David Irving at the 
Court of Appeal in 2001 following 
Irving's failed libel action against 
Penguin Books, spoke to the remnants 
of the American Renaissance 
conference in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, after the event was cancelled 
for the second year running because 
its hotel booking was withdrawn. 

The speakers still met to record 
their speeches for posterity. Davies's 
address focussed on “nationalist 
developments in Europe”, in which 


he tried to explain why European 
“nationalists” were unable to put 

aside “ancient quarrels” and draw 
together in a common defence of 
(white) Europe. 

“The unfortunate effect”, lamented 
Davies, is that “nationalists” 
consequently “have had great 
difficulty establishing parliamentary 
groups in the European Parliament, 
which confer considerable powers 
and privileges”. Davies hoped, 
however, that “family squabbles” 
could be put aside and a single, 
unified far-right list put forward in 
future elections for the European 
Parliament, which would see the 
disparate fascist forces of Europe 
“unite to preserve the West”. 


Church contemplates BNP ban 


MEMBERS OF THE General Synod, the 
Church of England's national assembly, 
voted last month to go ahead with an 
amendment to its discipline procedures 
making it “unbecoming” and 
“inappropriate” for clergy to be 
members of a party with policies and 
activities that are at odds with Church 
teaching on race equality. 

The move follows the overwhelming 
backing two years ago for a ban, 
proposed by the lay Synod member 
Vasantha Gnanadoss, sending a clear 
message that the Church stood against 
racist prejudice and fascist politics. 

Reporting the latest Synod vote, the 
BBC felt compelled to approach Robert 
West for a comment, describing him 
interestingly not as “Reverend” as has 
become usual, but simply as the BNP’s 
“religious affairs spokesman”. 


Robert West 


Perhaps the media are finally getting 
wise to the fake vicar's spurious 
religious credentials, which the BNP 
has sought to champion in an effort to 
rally Christians behind its racist and 
Islamophobic standard. 
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Former NF leader dies 


By Matthew Collins 


THERE WERE few kind words 
on the internet or elsewhere 
last month when news broke 
that the former National 
Front chairman lan Anderson 
had passed away at an Essex 
hospice aged 57. 

An unpopular figure for 
most of his political career, 
lan Hugh Middleton 
Anderson joined the National 
Front in the 1970s while 
studying for a degree at 
Oxford. As the local 
organiser, Anderson put on a 
series of stormy and 
confrontational meetings at 
the university and contributed 
regularly to the NF's in-house 
magazine, Spearhead. He left 
university without completing 
his degree, having suffered a 
nervous breakdown. 

He moved to London where 
he entered into a short-term 
marriage to a school teacher 
and undertook a series of 
menial jobs so that he could 
continue his NF activities. 

Although considered 
somewhat neurotic, Anderson 
was talent-spotted by the NF 
national organiser Martin 
Webster and bought onto the 
party staff in the early 1980s. 
Installed as an organiser for 
east London, Anderson led 
the thuggish Newham NF 
into a series of confrontations 
with antifascists. He once 
notoriously addressed 
a meeting where he said 
that homes vacated 
because of evictions of racist 


tenants would be made 
“uninhabitable” should 
they be allocated to non- 
white families. 

In 1983 Anderson sided 
with Nick Griffin's faction of 
“revolutionaries” in the NF to 
remove Webster. In 1985 he 
became NF chairman after 
narrowly escaping going to 
prison with Joe Pearce for his 
part in editing the NF's youth 
paper Bulldog. The following 
year Anderson, Martin 
Wingfield and Andrew Brons, 
all former NF chairmen, split 
the NF to organise around 
Wingfield's Flag newspaper in 
opposition to Griffin, Patrick 
Harrington and others who 
had seized control of the 
party. Anderson even had a 
televised brawl with 
Harrington when both 
factions contested the 1989 
Vauxhall by-election. 

Between 1986 and 1995 
Anderson remained in charge 
of the NF, surrounding 
himself with a small band of 
loyal thugs, including the 
loyalist gun-runner Terry 
Blackham. It was while 
Blackham was in prison for 
gun-running in 1995 that 
Anderson took advantage of 
one of a series of bequests to 
the party to change its name 
to the National Democrats 
and buy himself a party 
headquarters and print shop. 
By now, Wingfield and 
Brons had deserted the 
party, but despite the young 


Simon Darby joining the 
National Democrats for a 
short time before making 

his political career in the BNP, 
it ended up as a two-man 
operation of which Anderson 
was nominated as chairman 
as recently as last year, 
campaigning mainly 

around the Tory right and 
anti-EU groups. 

While he was living in 
Newham in the mid 1980s 
far-right enemies detonated 
a bomb under his car. 

There were many suspects. 

But Anderson also enjoyed 
more than an irregular dose 
of the “curse of Searchlight”. 
As well as leaving behind an 
NF membership list for 
Searchlight journalists when 
fleeing his flat in the 1980s, 
he also employed a 
Searchlight mole for an over a 
year, a period of enormous 
decline and “inexplicable” 
disasters for the NF. He went 
to his grave, many believing 
he too had worked for 
Searchlight. 

In his final years he made a 
small political comeback in 
Epping, Essex, through a 
community organisation that 
was on the verge of a 
breakthrough in the 2007 
council election. This was 
thwarted by the Evening 
Standard in cooperation with 
HOPE not hate, which 
exposed his hard-right past. 
It led to the collapse of his 
group and business. 5 
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Roundup 


Le Pen 


Jean-Yves Camus analyses the situation from Paris 


MARINE LE PEN has hit the 
ground running after her 
triumph in the National 
Front's leadership election on 
16 January in which she took 
67% of members' votes 
against 33% for her rival 
Bruno Gollnisch, MEP. 

The results were 
announced at a party 
conference that saw her 
father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
step down as president, a 
post he had held since 1972. 
Mr Le Pen, 82, will remain a 
member of the party 
leadership and retain his seat 
in the European Parliament. 

The FN now boasts 22,000 
paid-up members, a far cry 
from the 42,000 it had at the 
end of the 1990s though an 
improvement on its historical 
low in 2007. 

Within days of taking over, 
Ms Le Pen, 42, was busy 
selling the media a new image 
of her party and changing its 
ruling bodies. She claims 
repeatedly that she wants to 
steer the FN away from her 
father's openly racist and 
sometimes antisemitic 
ramblings to make it more 
acceptable to the mainstream 
conservative right. She knows 
she cannot achieve the 
political power she wants 
without toning down the 
party's deeply negative image. 

To that end she declared 
on 3 February: “Everybody 
knows what happened in the 
Nazi camps and under what 
conditions. What happened 
there was the height of 
savagery. This savagery is 
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very much in my mind.” 

She added that she “cannot 
stand" Holocaust deniers and 
those who are “ambiguous” 
about Nazi crimes. She did 
not say whether her remarks 
applied to her father. 

In her first speech as leader 
at the conference, she 
described the party as 
“a republican, secular, anti- 
European movement” and 
emphasised her commitment 
to the fight against 
globalisation, “international 
finance” and “ruthless neo- 
liberal policies". She expres- 
sed support for state 
intervention in the economy 
and said that France should 
leave the EU and the euro to 
protect French industry and 
jobs from foreign competition. 

Immigration will no longer 
— at least for the moment — 
be the major theme of FN 
policy. The emphasis is now 
on rebutting multiculturalism 
and opposition to Islam as an 
ideology supposedly aiming 
to take over Europe. She also 
refers to the “French” notion 
of “secularism” — the strict 
separation of religious 
denominations from the 
state, often in relation to 
religions seen as “backward” 
and “reactionary”. 

Finally, she wants France to 
become a plebiscitary 
democracy in which the 
President can hold a 
referendum on any issue, 
so sidelining parliament. 

This adaptation of the Swiss 
direct democracy system is 
necessary, according to the 


FN, to uproot “corrupt elites”. 
Ms Le Pen's victory speech 
was full of references to the 
ideology of the New Right 
which in France is based on 
the anti-egalitarian, often 


daughter puts forward new image for FN 


volkisch ideas promulgated 
in the 1970s by the far-right 
think-tank GRECE (Research 
and Study Group for 
European Civilisation). 

This explains her references 


1} 


to “identity” and to the FN 
as “a party that is trying to 
be the people's awakeners”, 
a phrase often used by the 
New Right to describe and 
racial nationalist intellectuals. 

The followers of the 
defeated Gollnisch, who cling 
to a more traditional and often 
even more radical extreme- 
right ideology, will remain in 
the party. For its loyalty, the 
Gollnisch faction has been 
awarded ten seats on the 42- 
member “Political Bureau” 
and 42 seats out of 120 on the 
party's national council. 

Groups outside the FN that 
oppose Ms Le Pen's supposed 
betrayal of the FN's values 
have responded to her 
election by trying to form a 
united front. They include Carl 
Lang's Party of France, the 
New Popular Right led by 
Robert Spieler and the 
National Republican 
Movement, founded by Bruno 
Mégret. The fascist, 
antisemitic and Holocaust- 
denying weekly Rivarol, which 
was the spearhead of 
Gollnisch's campaign, is now 
supporting this alliance. 

Ms Le Pen will be a 
candidate in the 2012 
presidential election. She now 
enjoys a popularity rating 
that is higher than her 
father's in 2002 when he got 
through to the decisive 
second round and some 
opinion polls credit her with 
over 15% of the vote. This 
could make the “renovated” 
FN a real threat to President 
Nicolas Sarkozy. 


Anti-fascists commemorate 


murder victims 


Ulyana Bobrova reports from Moscow 


MORE THAN a thousand people took 
part in an evening march and rally in the 
centre of Moscow to mark the second 
anniversary of the fatal shooting of the 
anti-fascists Stanislav Markelov and 
Anastasia Baburova on 19 January. 

Unlike last year, the city authorities 
gave permission for the event and the 
police acted with restraint, ensuring that 
the evening passed without major 
incident. Unfortunately, many people 
who had expected police provocations 
stayed away. 

In St Petersburg, nearly 300 people met 
to honour the memory of Markelov and 
Baburova, while nazis went online in a 
futile attempt to wind up opposition with 
a campaign titled “Russians against the 
bastards”. 

Nikita Tikhonov, a nazi Blood and 
Honour bonehead, has been charged 
with their murder and his partner, 
Evgenya Khasis, is alleged to have 
assisted him by signalling when Markelov 
was leaving the press centre, where he 
had been giving a press conference. 

Khasis actively supports Russian 
Verdict, an extreme-right prisoners’ aid 
organisation. She and Tikhonov have set 
out a programme for a nazi seizure of 
power by 2020 involving spectacular 


murders and large-scale terrorism. 

To create the impression of strength, they 
have issued press releases claiming 
responsibility for various nazi murders 
under the name Combat Organisation of 
Russian Nationalists (BORN). 

In their rented flat, police found an 
array of weapons, including the murder 
weapon. Tikhonov admits the gun was in 
his possession but claims he acquired it 
from “an unknown person” after the 
killings, retracting his initial confession to 
the murder. 

The pair will face a jury trial which has, 
however, been delayed because jurors 
have failed to attend. The court will hear 
evidence from several eyewitnesses to the 
murder and listen to recordings from a 
hidden microphone placed in the flat 
before their arrest. 

Meanwhile on 15 January several 
hundred fans and extreme-right 
nationalists marched through the north of 
Moscow to commemorate Igor Sviridov, 
the Spartak fan killed in a clash with a 
group of young men from the Caucasus. 
After laying flowers at the murder scene 
they demonstrated their collective 
ignorance by singing Vasily Lebedev- 
Kumach's legendary Soviet anti-fascist 
anthem, The Sacred War. 
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Nazis move in on 
northern village 


By Michael Klein for Antifa- 
Net in Berlin 


A HAMLET in the northeast German 
state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
has been taken over by nazis after 
most of its residents were bullied into 
moving out. 

Nazi activity in Jamel started in 
1992 when Sven Kriiger, now 36, 
welcomed 120 likeminded extremists 
to celebrate Hitler's birthday. 

Since then, the hamlet of 40 people 
has become a nazi stronghold as 
most of its original residents have 
left after police failed to act over 
bullying by Kriiger and his nazi gang. 
Now nazis occupy seven out of 
Jamel's ten houses. 

Kruger, no stranger to the law, runs a 
demolition company called The 
Hatchet Men in nearby Grevesmiihlen, 
where he shares his premises, which 
are protected by barbed wire, 
floodlights and a watchtower, with a 
so-called “citizens office” of the nazi 
National Democratic Party. The 
company’s logo consists of a man 
destroying the Star of David with a 
sledgehammer. 

In 2009 Kriiger was elected as an 
NPD representative on Northwest 
Mecklenburg county council. In the 
same year he welcomed more than 
300 fascists from Germany, 
Switzerland and the Netherlands as 
wedding guests to Jamel, where a 
signpost shows the distance to Hitler's 
birthplace in Braunau am Inn. 

When police raided his home and 
grounds last year, they found targets 
portraying the well known politicians 
Sylvia Bretschneider, the Social 
Democrat chair of the Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern state parliament, and 
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Jamel signpost highlights Hitler's birthplace 


Charlotte Knobloch, a leading 
representative of the Central Council 
of Jews in Germany. Both targets were 
perforated by air pistol shots. 

Early this year, Kruger hit the 
headlines again because his company 
had been engaged as a sub- 
contractor in the renovation of the 
court building in Kiel, capital of 
Schleswig-Holstein. Public protests 
forced the company out. 

Now under the spotlight of the 
authorities, Kruger was arrested in 
January on suspicion of dealing in 
stolen construction vehicles and 
illegally possessing a sub-machine gun 
with 200 rounds of ammunition. 

The negative media coverage 
surrounding Krtiger did not deter the 
NPD's regional branch from elevating 
him to its executive late last year. 

The party has a very active 
parliamentary group in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern and will contest the 
regional elections this autumn. 

Kruger is not the only well known 
NPD figure producing negative 
headlines. Raimund Borrmann, a 
member of the regional parliament, 
has been fined for receiving illegal 
financial support. 

As shocking as the situation in Jamel 


is, it is not the only place in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern where 
nazis threaten democratic opponents. 
When Reinhard Knaack, the mayor of 
Lalendorf, refused to hand out a bonus 
and a certificate signed by the federal 
President to a nazi woman who had 
given birth to her seventh child, he 
was threatened by her nazi friends. 
The woman concerned belongs not 
only to a nazi women's organisation 
close to the NPD but also to a group 
that follows the tradition of the 
Artaman League of the 1920s. 

Heinrich Himmler, head of the Nazi 
SS, and Rudolf Hoss, the infamous 
commandant of the Auschwitz death 
camp, belonged to the Artamans. 

Like their predecessors, today's 
Artamans espouse a blood-and-soil 
ideology and racist family politics. In 
2009 their children sang nazi songs in 
the local kindergarten. 

Local politicians as well as 
democratic citizens from hamlets 
surrounding Jamel claim there is little 
support from outside to combat nazi 
activities and to protect those who are 
directly attacked. Unfortunately the 
anti-fascist movement too is currently 
not in a position to take up the battle 
in isolated rural areas. 


Fl eemicenase joins 


state-funde 


fascist seminar 


From Johannes Jakobsson and Daniel Poohl for 


Expo in Stockholm 


AT FIRST SIGHT, Swedish 
right-wing extremists have 
little in common with the 
well known Danish journalist 
and political commentator 
Mikael Jalving (pictured). 

And when the fascist 
Swedish National Democrat 
(ND) party hosts seminars, 
few outside the white 
supremacist movement have 
heeded the call. 

This changed on 29 January 
when the ND's weekly 
newspaper Nationell idag 
invited Jalving to speak at a 
seminar on the mass media 
and the long-running 
controversy over caricatures of 
the Prophet Muhammad — 


and he accepted the invitation. 
Jalving ended up sharing the 
microphone with some of 
Sweden's most notorious 
antisemites and national 
socialists. They included 
Swedish Resistance Movement 
members who hawked 
books and openly 
nazi propaganda 
while he addressed 
the audience about 
his latest book, 
Absolut Sweden. 
In an interview 
with 
Searchlight's 
Swedish sister 
magazine Expo 
magazine a few 


No end to VB's problems 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Brussels for 


AFF/Verzet — RésistanceS 


A HIGH profile campaign to 
rescue the future of the far- 
right Flemish Interest (VB) 
and preserve its “strong and 
unique" reputation has 
flopped miserably since its 
launch last autumn by Filip 
Dewinter, the party's leader. 
Growing internal conflicts 
reflect the tensions between 
the hardline “Antwerp 
faction” and “the others”, 
who are fed up with the 
dictatorial way that Dewinter 
and his allies run the party. 
In Gent, one of its 


strongholds, the VB has split 
into two rival factions. One is 
supported by the party 
leadership, the other is led by 
the veteran nationalist Francis 
Van den Eynde, who has been 
endorsed by Frank Vanhecke, 
the party's former chairman. 
Coincidentally, Vanhecke has 
left the party for good. 

The dispute, which has 
received heavy media 
coverage, revolves around the 
election of a new local party 
executive. The dissidents 
complain that the “Antwerp 


days before the event, Jalving 
admitted he was aware of 
what he called “accusations” 
about Nationell idag and 
supporters of the ND. “I read 
Nationell idag sometimes. 

| don't necessarily agree with 
everything written in it, but 

| think the seminar is a place 
where | can talk about my 
book,” he explained. 

Asked whether he was 
concerned that his 
participation would help give 
legitimacy to the organisations 
behind the seminar, Jalving 
dodged the question telling 
Expo: “You can never control 
the reaction you get. I've 


%. participated in all sorts of 


seminars and | only stand 
for what | say and 
represent. I'm a freelance 
journalist and not employed 
by anyone." The fascists 
gave their own answer in an 
editorial in Nationell idag 
calling the seminar a 
huge success. 
Significantly, the 
seminar was only 


faction” interferes too much 
at the local level by imposing 
candidates and policies 
without due notice or 
discussion. 

In the last local elections five 
years ago, VB candidates were 
elected almost everywhere in 
Flanders and in the Brussels 
region, but several have gone 
and the party has failed to 
fill vacancies. 

A few weeks, ago the 
Flemish weekly Humo 
revealed that Yannick De 
Ruyter, a young party staff 
member and contributor to its 
monthly VB Magazine, is a 
fan of hardcore music and a 
co-organiser of nazi rock 
festivals. His next nazi 
“soirée” is planned for 2 April 
in Mol in the Antwerp region. 


made possible by huge state 
handouts to Nationell idag 
under a support programme 
for publications with more 
than 1,500 subscribers. 

The ND's paper received 
around 2.3 million kronor 
(£220,000) last year, the first 
time it qualified. 

The decision to give a grant 
to an extreme right-wing 
paper caused uproar in the 
Swedish media and one 
person on the programme's 
board resigned in protest, 
saying that taxpayers’ money 
should not be used to support 
racist publications. 

The issue was raised again in 
the run-up to the seminar, 
prompting Lena Adelsohn 
Liljeroth, the Minister of 
Culture and a member of the 
rightist Moderate Party, to 
observe that it was 
"distasteful" that Nationel! 
idag should get such support 
and that steps should be taken 
to tighten the legislation, 
perhaps also excluding 
communist publications. 


On the bill are Glory Boys 
(Spain), Agent Bulldog 
(Sweden) and a handful of 
Belgian and Dutch Oi 
bands linked to football 
hooligan gangs. 

Despite a promise by 
Bruno Valkeniers, the party 
chairman, to kick revisionists 
and nazis out of the VB, De 
Ruyter has not been sacked. 
The same goes for Roeland 
Raes, a former VB senator 
convicted for revisionism last 
year. On 11 January, the 
leadership confirmed that 
the “veteran” Raes will not 
be expelled. 

Valkeniers, it appears, 
handles these problems in 
exactly the same way as he 
deals with all others ... 
by doing nothing at all. 
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FN cultural 
strategy aimed 
at all ages 


By Alfio Bernabei 


Child soldier 
for Mussolini 


“WE WANT to become the leading 
student union in the country” says the 
fascist New Force (FN) party, claiming 
that its students’ wing, Students’ 
Struggle, is poised to take control of 
some colleges and universities. 

Targeting educational institutions is 
very high on the FN agenda and its 
new cultural strategy reveals plans so 
wide-ranging and insidious that not 
even The Little Prince is exempt from 
exploitation. 

Following the example of Casa 
Pound (Ezra Pound's House), the far- 
right outfit that under the guise of a 
social centre has expanded from its 
original base in Rome to all main cities, 
attracting “third millennium fascists" 
with a calendar of “artistic events”, 

FN has started to open “meeting 
points for discussions, book 
presentations, conferences, concerts 
and dinner parties”. 

These activities, from an 
organisation that wants a block on 
immigration, expulsion of Roma and 
the closure of mosques, are advertised 
as “open to all identities for the 
formation of new communities” and 
presented under the label “Future 
Order", which is also the title of a new 
FN magazine. 

The first of these “social projects" 
was inaugurated in Bergamo, one of 
FN's strongholds in northern Italy, and 
named after Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, 
an innocent-sounding name clearly 
directed at children. After all the FN 
manifesto claims: “it is from the very 
young that the new political class must 
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emerge, with strong ideals, courage 
and loyalty". Mussolini too was a 
“catch them young" recruiter — 

his marching balilla were primary 
school pupils. 

One cannot fail also to notice the 
convenient bridge set up between 
Saint-Exupéry and J R R Tolkien, who 
attracts legions of Italians a little older. 
The current issue of Ordine Futuro 
carries a long essay that tries to 
prove the author of The Lord of the 
Rings is “in syntony with fascism 
within the Christian tradition” and 
clearly “condemns usury”. A footnote 
acknowledges an article from 
Identity, the magazine of the British 
National Party. 

The FN's cultural strategy all fits 
together: woo parents and children 
into the “new communities”, gain 
control of student unions and coach 
new cadres of intellectuals to place in 
media outlets and publishing. In the 
present climate there are no limits to 
what can be done with impunity. 

A best selling teenage magazine has 
devoted several illustrated pages to 
dressing in the style of nazi activists. 
And in this year that marks the 150th 
anniversary of the unification of the 
country, when it was suggested that 
the antifascist song Bella Ciao should 
be broadcast as an anthem during the 
San Remo Festival, the hugely popular 
televised song competition, the 
organisers objected, saying: “If we 
have an antifascist song, we must also 
have a fascist song”. The result: 
neither will feature. 


Vienna anti- 
fascists oppose 
far-right ball 


From Martin Jordan 
for UNITED in Vienna 


DESPITE A GENERAL ban on 
demonstrations and a massive police 
deployment, over 500 anti-fascists 
turned out to oppose the 58th annual 
ball organised by pan-Germanist and 
far-right student fraternities in Vienna's 
former Austrian imperial palace. 

The event, organised by the Wiener 
Korporationsring at the Hofburg Palace 
on 28 January, is not just a collection of 
overdressed far-rightists dancing the 
waltz but a platform for hundreds of 
members of ultra-nationalist student 
fraternities that stand for the unification 
of “ethnic Germans". 

As in past years, Austrian and 
German anti-fascists called for 
opposition to this unwholesome 
spectacle. And as usual, the police 
declared a wide area around the 
Hofburg Palace a “no-go area” for 
demonstrators. Although the protest 
had been announced long in advance, 
the police outlawed it just 24 hours 
before the event. 

This police strategy was not aimed at 
de-escalation but simply at outlawing 
any protests. Rather than permit a 
demonstration at a manageable 
location, hundreds of police were 
deployed to stem any spontaneous 
splinter demonstrations that might 
spread to other parts of the city. 

Only four arrests were made along 
with hundreds of identity checks. 

The police later claimed their blanket 
ban on demonstrations was justified by 
the “scale of damage to property", 
police-speak for several burning 
garbage bins and one or two broken 
windows. One might question whether 
allowing the democratic right to protest 
could have prevented this “substantial” 
damage to property. 


ANTI-FASCIST 
FILM CLUB 


American History X 


Review by Stephanie Maltman 


THIS IS THE STORY of two brothers, 
Derek (Edward Norton) and Danny 
(Edward Furlong) Vinyard, who live in 
the Venice Beach area of Los Angeles. 
When their father, a firefighter, is 
murdered by a black drug dealer, 
Derek, a sensitive and intelligent 
student, is drawn to a local nazi 
organisation fuelled by the gang rivalry 
between blacks and whites and by its 
manipulative leader, Cameron 
Alexander (Stacy Keach). His younger 
brother, Danny, by whom he is 
idolised, watches all of this with 
admiration and pride. Derek's anger, 
meanwhile, steadily consumes him 
until finally it explodes in the killing of 
two black youths who are trying to 
steal the truck left to him by his father. 
The film begins with Derek about to 
be released from prison where he has 
been serving a three-year sentence for 
manslaughter and Danny, already 
shaven headed and seemingly 
following the same path as his brother, 
having just written a paper extolling 
the merits of Mein Kampf, being 
challenged by the school’s black 
principal, Dr Sweeney (Avery Brooks), 
to write another paper describing the 
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‘SOME LEGACIES 
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“EDWARD NORTON GIVES A BLISTERING, 
NCE” 


events leading to Derek being sent 
away. The story is then told partly in 
flashback through Danny's narrative, 
which appears in black and white, not 
only evoking the past as so much of 
history is recorded in black and white, 
but also mirroring the limited thinking 
of those who see only that things are 
right or wrong. 

Despite the film's often violent and 
deeply disturbing portrayal of white 
supremacist culture, Edward Norton 


gives a remarkable performance which 
earned him the nomination for an 
Academy Award for Best Actor. 
Following one of the film's most 
shocking scenes in which he has just 
murdered the second of his two victims, 
half naked and on a high, he is about to 
be arrested and, lifting both arms out in 
a gesture of surrender, there is a 
momentary suggestion of crucifixion 
which is underlined by the use of choral 
singing in the background. 

Ironically it is through the friendship 
that develops in prison, and to which 
he is at first resistant, between Derek 
and Lamont (Garry Tory), a fellow 
inmate who is black, and the support of 
his former teacher Dr Sweeney who 
visits him there, that Derek's healing 
begins and with it his thinking changes. 

Whilst exploring the genesis of 
racism and hate in one individual, 
something that it is worth considering 
if only to guard against responding in 
kind, the film nevertheless 
acknowledges that there is always 
room for hope and that hope, just like 
hate, begins with an alternative 
education and example. 


Released 1998 
Director Tony Kaye 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Luton emerges 
stronger from anti-EDL 
community campaign 


In the weeks leading up to 5 February Lutonians came together to put 
community over confrontation in the face of the English Defence League's 
biggest march to date. Sam Tarry looks at some of the innovative 
community mediation and campaigning work that helped ensure peace 
ruled the day and not the expected violence of the EDL. 


utonians of all faiths and 

ethnicities held their heads 

high to resist the fierce 
and sustained provocation of the 
English Defence League's march 
through the town on 5 February. 
No local Muslim youths were 
arrested and there was a strong 
sense that community had 
prevailed over confrontation. 

This outcome did not come by 
chance but through a concerted 
community education and 
engagement strategy. Teams of 
young, locally trained community 
mediators worked hard to inform 
people about the far-right and 
extremist EDL and crucially to 
lesson tensions on the day of the 
march itself. 

With the help of key respected, 
faith and non-political figures in 
the community HOPE not hate 
produced a mini pamphlet that 
was delivered door-to-door both 
in ethnically diverse and mainly 
white and working class areas to 
try to undercut EDL support. 

The campaign did not shy away 
from tackling the difficult issues of 
extremism head on. By discussing 
questions that cannot be ignored 
and polarising the debate between 
the mainstream majority — Muslim 
and non-Muslim alike — and the 
extremists, those who sought 
division were left isolated and on 
the fringes. 

Al-Muhajiroun and its successor 
vehicle Islam4UK were nowhere to 
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be seen on 5 February. A strong 
sense of rejection of the hatred 

they had caused was evident in 

the wider Muslim community. 

HOPE not hate played a key 
advisory role to the councillors, 
local cohesion officers, community 
leaders, faith groups and political 
parties. The work of the council, 
police and Muslim community in 
training and preparing a network 
of community mediators was 
crucial. We provided informative 
and factual briefings for youth 
workers, probation service staff 
and other practitioners working in 
the build-up to and on the day of 
the EDL march. This included face- 
to-face meetings as well as 
confidential briefing documents on 
the nature of the EDL, its strategy, 
politics and record of violence and 
the backgrounds of key activists. 
Our information also served to 
contest erroneous police assertions 
about the EDL. 

Our combination of practical 
advice, in-depth factual briefings 
and a community-based campaign 
was welcomed by many — from 
MPs to the community organisers 
on the ground delivering the 
mediation workshops. 

One community activist and 
mediator trainer with whom 
Searchlight worked closely was 
Mohsin Malik. In his view, what 
was crucial was the “three months 
of community organising” which 
“worked in a much more cohesive, 


What was 


crucial was 
the three 
months of 
community 
organising 
which 
worked ina 
much more 
cohesive, 
joined up 
approach, 
with an 
agreed 
strategy 
across the 
Muslim 


community 


joined up approach, with an 
agreed strategy across the Muslim 
community” putting aside 
previous differences to face a 
shared threat and build 
community awareness. 

Over 70 people passed through 
Malik's workshops with the result 
that “three key mosques 
spearheaded a strategy designed 
to keep the youth calm”. 

Malik felt that this strategy was 
worthwhile if it stopped even ten 
per cent from getting into a 
confrontation with the police as 
had happened in 2009. In the 
event it was more far-reaching 
was and one of the key 
components in making the day as 
peaceful as possible. In the longer 
term, Luton's Muslim community 
now feels far more confident in its 
ability to “self-organise”, a key 
principle of the HOPE not hate 
approach to community politics 
and cohesion building. 

On the day of the march, a key 
part of Searchlight's strategy was 
the provision of real-time 
intelligence to the community 
mediation teams. This gave an 
accurate picture of events as they 
unfolded, allowing the mediators 
to defuse heightened tensions as 
rumours circulated, for example 
about the EDL burning a Qur'an. 
The EDL clearly had a strategy of 
doing everything possible to 
provoke the Muslim community. 
Having a trusted source of 


information on the ground meant 
that rumours could be “myth 
busted" straight away. The police 
ran a text message service 
providing updates to anyone who 
had signed up in preceding weeks, 
which is commendable, but the 
existence of an independent 
source of information was seen as 
invaluable by community 
organisers such as Malik. 

The importance of this 
grassroots work in the community 
was emphasised by Peter Adams, 
a local faith community mediator 
who specialises in conflict 
resolution and has longstanding 
experience in Northern Ireland, 
who said “it was community 
mediators, rather than police who 
led on defusing the situation" 
on the day and pointed to the 
fact that there were no known 
clashes between the EDL and local 
Muslim youths. 

Local church leaders with whom 
Searchlight had worked closely to 
develop key messages in our 


campaign materials came out in 
force on 5 February. Fifteen of them 
headed to key areas of potential 
tension to offer their support, an act 
of reciprocity that the Muslim 
community welcomed warmly. 
A number of church leaders 
followed the route of the EDL 
march from High Town to St 
Georges Square, partly to monitor 
any potential flashpoints, but also to 
rebuff the EDL's attempt to coopt 
Christian language and teaching. 
The Reverend Canon Nick Bell 
of St Mary's Church, the historic 
parish church in Luton town 
centre, criticised Kevin Carroll, the 
local EDL leader, face to face 
earlier in the day for his more 
outrageous claims of support from 
Christians. Speaking out against 
the EDL in our campaign 
pamphlet, Revd Bell said: “I'm 
proud to be a church leader in 
Luton — our town is moving 
forward to work together amongst 
people of all faiths, to recognise 
our problems and to deal with 


them. We do not want the 
extremists of the EDL or any other 
group driving a wedge between 
communities as we strive for 
understanding, tolerance and 
justice for all." 

Mr Adams noted that the 
Christian fundamentalist Stephen 
Green was apparently on or near 
the EDL march and that 
countering any cloak of 
respectability the EDL sought to 
gain from espousing Christian 
“values” was a key part of the 
local churches’ strategy. 

At the same time as activity in 
the town centre and in the mostly 
Muslim Bury Park ward, leading 
figures in the Catholic church, and 
the Church of England headed to 
known EDL strongholds such as 
the Farley Hill estate, which has a 
longstanding Irish-descended 
community. 

One of the Catholic leaders who 
spoke out in our anti-EDL leaflet 
was Monsignor Kevin McGinnell, 
who said: “ | visited Farley Hill 
before noon and there it was like a 
ghost town, only police and 
stewards on the streets. Before 
and after lunch | went walking in 
Bury Park and chatted to the guys 
| knew. All in all it was peaceful 
but slightly expectant. Everyone is 
very glad there was no trouble, 
but some say the EDL are 
returning in July. The sheer waste 
of money and resources will be 
very resented." | 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


OPE 2.0 


n May we have the 

opportunity to build on our 

work last year in Barking and 
Dagenham and knock out the 12 
British National Party councillors 
whose seats are up for re-election 
around the country and prevent 
the party regaining two — one 
where the BNP councillor resigned 
his seat recently and another 
where she left the party and sits as 
an independent. The 12 represent 
half of the remaining BNP 
councillors nationally. 

We will also work in the wards 
where the BNP could make new 
gains. An advance in the racist 
party's vote is not impossible if the 
real economic fears of people get 
pulled towards the politics of hate. 

Our campaign has to step up a 
gear. Last year's HOPE not hate 
campaign delivered a major victory 
for communities but there is no 
room for complacency. Our 
campaign for HOPE must not only 
continue but evolve to meet the 
new political climate. We need 
HOPE 2.0. 

If you had the opportunity to 
see our film on the real Battle of 
Barking and Dagenham then you 
will have heard our promise to roll 
out that campaign nationwide. 

On Saturday 19 March and 
Saturday 16 April we will do just 
that by staging massive days of 
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action to deliver campaign literature 
to those communities affected most 
by the extremist party. 


@ Saturday 19 March will be the 
opportunity to link our campaign 
with the anti-cuts movement. 

By promoting our message of 
hope with the TUC's massive 
demonstration the following 
weekend we will connect the 
collective strength of positively 
resisting cuts with anti-fascism and 
peaceful community cohesion. 
We will target key risk areas with 
resources and for non-key areas 
we will ask you to host a day of 
action in your community. 


@ Saturday 16 April will host our 
traditionally massive regional day 
of action when we ask supporters 
to travel to the key area in their 
region that is most at risk from the 
BNP. We will organise coaches and 
ask people to bring friends, family 
and co-workers so that we repeat 
and build on the massive success 
of the Barking and Dagenham 
day of action last April which saw 
541 participants. 

Right now we need you to help 
us step up the campaign. 
Get involved now by emailing me 
and finding out what you can do 
for HOPE 2.0. 

David@hopenothate.org.uk 


Stoke-on-Trent: 
A chance to expel the BNP 


LAST YEAR two British National Party 
councillors in Stoke-on-Trent lost their seats. 

It was a great victory for the community 
campaign but the far-right vote remained strong. 
Now, five BNP councillors remain in the council 
led by the former National Front nasty, Michael 
Coleman (you might remember the picture of 
him being greeted by Nazi salutes as he entered 
a meeting). However, all are up for election as 
Stoke-on-Trent changes to electing all its 
councillors every four years in wards with a 
reduced number of councillors. 

There have been massive splits and 
problems in Stoke-on-Trent BNP but the party 
still has influence on a coalition-led council. 
This May the people of Stoke-on-Trent need a 
real voice that can help rebuild a positive 
community and we are seeking people to join 
us in delivering a message of hope. 

On 16 April we are asking everyone in the 
West Midlands region to come to Stoke-on- 
Trent and produce the biggest, strongest day 
of action of the local election campaign. 

Our Stoke-on-Trent-based team is already on 
the ground with a full time organiser working 
closely with the local anti-fascist group, 
NorSCARF. 

If you want to help out in the campaign or 
volunteer some time please get in touch with 
the HOPE-on-Trent team by emailing 
alison@hopenothate.org.uk. 


Let’s knock out half the BNP’s remaining councillors 
and drive the fascist party into the ground — 


National Days of Action 


For more information and to host a local event, visit 
www.hopenothate.org.uk 


The last word... | last word... 


UNITING THE COMMUNITY 


Hackney Unites is a model community anti-racist organisation. 


Searchlight spoke to John Page about the group and its work 


Why was Hackney Unites formed 
and what were its early activities? 
Hackney Unites grew out of a 
number of anti-fascist initiatives by 
Hackney TUC, in particular we 
mobilised around the London 
Assembly and European elections in 
2008 and 2009. People in Hackney 
don't vote for the BNP but due to the 
proportional representation systems 
used in those elections a low turn-out 
in Hackney would benefit the BNP, so 
we organised a voter registration and 
participation drive, under the slogan: 
Hackney Unites against the BNP. 


But surely Hackney is a content 
multicultural area so surely you are 
preaching to the converted? 

Hackney is certainly multicultural, and 
there is very little support for the BNP. 
However, there are tensions, and these 
will be exacerbated by the cuts which 
will devastate our services. 


What's your organising approach? 

Our objective is to bring local 
communities together around issues 
which are ‘widely felt’ and ‘deeply felt’. 
We approach existing community 
leaders (including faith, trade union and 
political) and ask for their support, but 
this ‘high level’ coalition is supported by 
a genuine cross community initiative ‘on 
the ground’. We call open meetings 
with the aim of involving as many 
people as possible but we do not bore 
people with long speeches or sterile 
debates. Instead we always arrange 
some form of workshops session to 
explore what individuals can actually do 
that will make a difference. These 
workshops help to build relationships 
between people. 
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Have you been able to get new people 
involved or is it the same old activists? 
The vast majority of our people are 
new. In fact some of the old faces really 
don't like what we have been doing, 
and the more successful we are the less 
they like it. | think for some people it is 
too far out of their ‘comfort zone’ they 
have become comfortable with the 
tired, sectarian and isolated 
organisations that too often passes for 
‘progressive’ politics. 

We have been particularly successful 
at developing an ethnically diverse 
leadership. We recently held an anti- 
cuts meeting which was aimed at 
exploring the impact of the cuts on 
ethnic minority communities. All the 
speakers and the vast majority of the 
80-strong audience were from ethnic 
minority communities. 


You are now heavily involved in the 
anti-cuts campaign. Can you explain 
why and what you are doing? 
Hackney already suffers from severe 
deprivation and so the cuts will hit us 


hard. To give one example, there 
are already problems with gang 
culture and the planned cuts to 
youth services at a time of 
escalating youth unemployment is a 
recipe for disaster. 

The national ‘consensus’ is that 
there is no alternative to cuts, and 
therefore the question becomes 
which services should be slashed. 
We don't share that view and we 
want to ensure that we provide a 
message of hope to our 
communities rather than risk 
leaving them to be divided by the 
message of hatred. 


What have you learnt from 

Hackney Unites? 

We have learnt to listen to our 
communities and that if we treat them 
with respect (rather than lecturing 
them) then we can trust them to 
support initiatives that benefit the 
community. 


What are the future plans for 

the organisation? 

Well we are taking one step at a time, 
but our current priorities are organising 
a drop-in Workers Advice Project 
(working with employment lawyers, 
trade unionists and the local law 
centre), a CLR James legacy project 
(with progressive educationalists we are 
planning a teaching pack on his life for 
Black History Month) and a Borough of 
Sanctuary initiative (led by local faith 
based groups). 

In the longer term we have plans for 
an unemployed workers centre. 
However, we are not proscriptive, as 
Joe Strummer famously said: ‘the future 
is unwritten’. a 
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hate campaign Against fascism and racism 
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Every month, for 35 years, Searchlight has 
been exposing the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out investigations, reports 
on fascist activity and highlights our own 
campaign. It is the first port of call for 
activists, academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and learn about 
the HOPE not hate campaign around the 
country you should subscribe to Searchlight. 


Subscribing by standing order 
will save you 20% on the cover price and 
protect you from future price rises. 
Searchlight, the essential magazine for HOPE 
not hate organisers. 
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Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Amount £ 


Or pay by standing order 


Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 
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